TE TERETE TEV ES 


Whether it is to be fpread like 


A Table in an Inne for all comers ? 
15 That it ought not fo be done is here maintained. 


Give not shat which is boly Matth:7.6. 


PP OTT TET ETE 


SETS ETT? 


— 


4 And he fet the Porters at the Gates of the houfe of the Lord, that none 


: Suppofe him to be the greateft perſon in the world, and would re- 
a ceive the bleffed Cup from my hand, figning to all, and fealing to 
ie every beleiver the Blood of That God- Aan, | would rather give 4 
dim my heart blood, than I would give that Cup unto him, whileft 

he declares himfelfe to be no Diſciple. Chryſoſt: in Math: 26. 4 


Hom: 83. «: 


: which was uncleane in any thing foonld enter-in, 2 Chron. 23. 
19 


* 


They, that give The bread ana wine to anworthy ones, are as guil- # 
tie of Sacriledge every whit, as he would be, who could give 
the Sacred Body of Chriſt to be torne in peices and eaten by 
dogges, or trampled-on by Swine. Calv: 4. book, of Inftitutions. ; : 
Chap: 12. §. | 

He eateth unworthily, eateth and drinketh dam nati- 
on to himſelſe, mot diſceruing the Lords Body. 1 Cox. 11. 29. a 
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SECOND. 
Relating to The Lords Supper, 
And ſecond Query thereupon. 


Whether all are to be admitted to the Lords Say 
upon account onely of their Infant Baptiſm though 
aliens from the Common-wealth of Urael, and — 
fram ih Couenant of pra miſe, Laing hops, well ſet 
a fetlivg, and without God in the world Eph. 2. 12. 

The Negative here alſo is under our maintenance. 


Here are foure things premiſed firft, Then is. let 
downe what the contrary minded have to 5 05 
tbe holding forth the Affirmative. 
In the next place we Argue the Negative. 


— — 


C I. Smet. E 
lis being a matter of ſuch high concerament 
— 60 e in, we will premiſe a few things 
here alfo to cleare into it, and firſt; 
I. That we lictſe thotight, any Godly Mi- 
nifter would have put this to Queftion, Whe- 
| ther all perfons, pell,mell zag rag, as we com- 
enen monly fay, how ignorant, how prophane, 
tortous ſoever fo J their Deboilerie, are to have admit- 
tance. to the Lord’ 


Ie by priviled OF J ant Baptiſie 
Surely, chis Queftion, de * would 


Our times were at Worſt; Archbighops aad Bithops it their Zemth 
or hight, what ever ‘their urat f and Parſons did, de Salts, 
2 


* 
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(a) 
fome of them as very varlets, asjwere choſe, they did admit, 
But di jure, this fhould not have been ſo as may be collected by 
bim, that is ordinatily verſed iꝶ che old Serv te · Booke : S 
that place, which relates to the order fhould be obferv 
adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, together with oe Confti. 


te onely, one out of the Canons of our Church 
other out of the Booke of Common Prayer. 10 26 Canon 
ſtraitly ee every Miniſter, Bhat he N in any wiſe 
admit to the Communion any of his flock, w be openly 
© knowne to live in fin notorious without wich And the 
Common prayer book, in che Rubrick before the Communion, 
commandeth, “That if 145 an Open and notorious evill liver, 
or have don’ any any wrong to his Neighbour in word or deed, fo 
that the dy him offended, the Mumiſter fall 
“call be buch in any wile 
“ Lords- Table,, ti -openty dec! felferto have 
“truely rep Ac. bar the 
nifters of Presbycetalt way ( whofe Plar-formes Charch- 
Diſcipline one of us have read) will rifeupin their might againſt 
M Hs; and the men of hi way and jad gement, who not onely 
admit, but plead for admittance of any body how ſcandalous foe- 
ver, (it is a wonder, if thoſe they ‘edit: are worſe then them- 
felves, ) for their swe pence, leave fo much behind them, and take 
damnation with them; did doe worſe, that betrayed his 
Lord and Mafter2 This may made | fome body of what he may 
have read, he of an him 4 
ma ic co 
who 
90 with lum; hs it Pie ¢ dou | 
That he with his hues have, to their power, don mote mif 
chiefe to the Church of Crit, ‘than the mo ‘peak 
tick now a gayes bath. don. Wha 7 of Chrift 
and Act fo, fo to all m „ Who walk 


ods Wot 
fhafl beate 1555 hoe fe Geeks 
| Lane) at you * nowy wer Jouve 


~ | 

| 

Mibi mn ali 

quam dial 

Jin A’ 

nie. 

Rai mn 
mt ipfe 
cem id doc 
mentum eff 
Chrifiie- 


(3) 


jaltification of fim. He may preach Chrift,but doing things moft 


to the minde of Chrift, be makes full proofe he is no 


Chriftian , Cbriſtianity being vothing elſt but as faire and ful „ 


rip f G od upon the Soule, as the Soule ss capableoff in this ho- 


Cbriſtianiſmus 
ect fimilitude 
Dei 


death ; But re how jultly Sin is called darkueffe, it hath ue eft b 
Aal we feare, the very light of nature in him, or naturall 1 


reafon, which, fay the Lawyers, may ſpeake where the Law is Jolt. Mart. o- 


filent, fo natural where’ the of God is ſilem; but 
where the word of God ſpeaketh, reafon mutt be dumbé Sin hath 


rat. ad Arti. 
Rate ery 


altec 


darkned that common light in the man, as may be'feared, And ubi defeis 20 


now read him in his writings, how Croffe he ftandeth, and acteth 
to the word of Chriſt; His Bleffed practife among: His Difciples, 
them to the worlds end Therefore 


2805. 6) 


8 c | 11. „ 


Sir heartily ſory this grate ſo bat up- 
you but we cannot bly help. it, while you hoſd 
&his teneut, às to free admiffion of 


where all have free admiſſion) anto the Lord. Table It will fure the 
worfe for you, becauſe he is fo bad; yee agree fo well here, that we 
mere shill ko to make difference betwixt you & him therefore ye wilt 
pardon us, if diſcermiog no difference betwixt you we make none, 
though fall loth we are to Couple you together. But ſich your 
will have it fo, fo it muſt be, and poffible wich ſome men, it may 
be for yout hondut ; but however we cannot helpe you at all, 
nor, we ſuppoſe, can you helpe — — tvvsi/ you 
fpeake of which the man of your perfwafion gives yOu,rxcommn- 
vic ation. If a perfon, man or woman, fo notoriouſly vile and de- 
bauched, that he is more like a Devil, than a Diſciple, then admit 
him not, but excommunicate him, Caft him out. We cannot thank 
the man oat s remedie, It is not ‘worth fo much (if he had been 


. Sve we think he was not, being isown 
M 


hal we caſt bim ? unles inte he ſame 
Aeſerves to be —— and it is his 


panifhment: for indeed he 


for their obſtipate and affected ignorance, as fome muit be 


„ 


ded'the — eve Mach, 18, 6. 


d 


» 
7 
‘ 
— 1 * 


with the dry Land ic Churth, 
| In che neat 
P ce | 


8 * 6 


“WWE would fay in Alluſion to excellent. wo 
if me conld be content with Cbriſt, our work 
— —— we ſhauld agree:Soif we could be content 
with an halfe Refermation{ which wall content the Godly party, v 
the halfe o — — Child the deare mother) ye do not bid us the 
halfe; no, gor the leaſt part or peice of Reformation; for, ma- 
king no feparation from D the Lords Table, where or 
when will ye feperate ? All one at the Lords Table, ‘and every 
where one. The world and you cannot be two, while aga ' 
ong at che Lords Table, W fer downe e 
lent. Burrenghs his words, we have read or heard upon shis ſub- 
Reade aer jek... whenforver you receive the Communion with any e 
Palmer,. 100, ſelſe co be of the fame body with 
1 muft —— L. idee ofthe fame Bed 
rb drankard 5 thas. thes of, this 
whore-mafeer, has {wearer df; jo with them to rate 
anphe Lords Table, (where ones mult needs be 
where all are admitted to be). profefing not hin againft them, wor 
anchor on them or pur 
Ling of Allowance of a thing done, is as goed, ath 
fes for thedoring of it. Thereione it concernes us very muith 
looke unto, it. Thar it be an holy, Communion we receive 


1 


ava- lence as we are to fpeake, obſer. 
— ting, che ordinance of our and Saviout propha- 
Hus one onder jin His owne boule, whereof He is ſo tender 

fhould. be moſt obfervarit 


dum fo dlafphemed.., and by 
dherrof; His ſtewards t 


i 

1 


repent not of thefe horrid doings 
Lud of the Table, will rĩſe up againſt thefe ſtewards, as once He 


did in Afowunt Perazim, He will be wroth with them a in aum 


Gibeon ; for by their meanes it is that a brutiſh, ſottiſm people, ad- 
nntted by them to eate and drinke at the Lords Table, doe c, 
and drinke their damnation, encteafing their guilt there, and 
hardning themfelvesto their utter rue, and everiafting deſtructi- 
on. And is this noting? Nothing faith Mi. Ti: for which fome 
other will deale with him affuredly , and bray him in 4 morger, 
that his folly may depart front him, whe ſaith io effect , though. 
dot ix rerminis; Ir i nothing teeare and drinke damnat ien to aur 
ſAlver, as alb muſt doe whoreate and drinke unworthly, upon ac- 


of infant For by Comming, leke 


mint to and have put them ſelves into an utter iacaa- 
city orimpoflibdicy ever to bo upon thereby, we mease 
ag tothe fitength and power of ordinary meanes, Theat worke en 
other men for their Converfion, who: have not willfully 
ted the holy order of the Lord; which He hath preſcribed, nor 
preſumpt paffed over the ordinary meanes of Converfian >. 
They have hard 


fore for ohr deare Lords and C hrifts fake, whole Body and 3 ved 
we cannot fee with patience thus prathieuted: 


and regarded in thewholp world, for Soutes fake, purchafediac 
ſo deare-a rate. (which argues the of them) for your 
owne fakes, whofe foot ſtands fixed in Me H way (bie owen) 


of Chriſt hath pra 


thas into — — 
a poore ſottiſh people, enereaſing their guilt every day, and mot 
and more hardning themſelves to 
to dbgrt und 
for His Churehes and fake, che oncly two dearely: 


of Briand death have we ſpoken hitherta, and thall f 
Gited and ages, thongh nor wah 

now they tan doe, for which 4 


taines ofteares, and that our heurta could melt like wax; and out Luck ep: 2d 
bowels yearne upon thefe ftewards in Gods houfe, who admitt Scavpitium. 

all to bis Table, come who will all are welcome; Surely if they 

, the Maſter of the houſe and 


bath brougkit life to their ſoules, they cue and drinke judge. 


* ~ 
¢ 
A 
. 
* 
> 
~ * 
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De Evclef: 
lib, 1. 


* Golpel Co: di 
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beart are the 
dead 
Mr. Ford. Sp. 
Ad. 470. 


God nightand day, who hath fo 


(6) 


the times; Time was, 
and it was a ſad time, with all the godly Minifters and people all 
over the Land, when there was no barre to keepe any from the 
Lords Table, but one, which /xperftition made, And was it a jul. 
Greife (to borrow Mr Sanders words) then, that there was no 
barre; And is it your worke now to remove the Barres, yea the 
Lords and his Churches antient Land-markes , and lay all Com. 
mon? The Lord God of gods lookes upon this, and will require 
it. Therefore in our tenderett reſpects unto you, we would Cau- 
tion you in our entrance to this Treatife, for with that or the like 
unto it we meane to end this; of ad murther take heed of Soules 
murther, your owne or others, It is Sa/vians Caution. It is true 
your people will be very wroth with you, if you will not mur- 
ther them, let them tate and drinke damnation to themſelvet. The 
moſt cruell & bloody murther( though M. H.: will not beleive it) 
to fuffer perſons one or more to pos/on themſelves with the Sacra- 
ment which workes ftrongly, aad kills prefently, as poifon mixed 
with the ftrongeft wine will doe. Vineger,you have read. tis filius 
vimi, and the ſweeteſt wine degenerates into the ſharpeſt * vine- 
ger; As there are more liberall doe of Grace in time of the Go- 
ipell, and fpecially given forth at the Lords Table to the worthy 
receivers; So are there the largeft violls of wrath there alfo, 
given forth to eate and drinke downe by the unworthy receivers: 
very likely your people will not apply their heart to this, no not 
to this; But if they may not have the Lords Supper, as formerly 
have had, once a yeare at leaſt (which now will not ſerve 
their turne) or thrice, or, ſince they are uſed to it, once a moneth; 
will crie- out againſt you all the yeare long, and Curſe too; 
(to whom Cod hath not made it manifeſt, that tbemſelves , 
ate beaſts) Thefe ignorant, unreafonable and wicked perfons will 
fo doe, if you will not fuffer them to drinke downe a Curfe, and 
deftroy themſelves for ever, if you will not take the readieſt way, 
to them by admitting chem fo unworthy to the Lords, 
Table, They will · deſtroy you; at ſeaſt they will doe, what they 
can Why but, as the Counſell is to the Parent Corre@ing bis 
Child, Let nor thy foule {pare for bss crying: So regard not their 
Crie, nor their Curſe neither. But, though they Curſe, Bleſſe 
them, which you cannot doe; but in bidding them attend wm 
gently 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


gentſy upon the Converting ordinance, ard forbeare comming to 


tte Lords Table, till the Word preached Math done its worke, 


Then come and wellcome. — But we fhall contribute more to 


this, at the end of this Treatife. And now before we come to ar- 


gue the Negative; That ¶ hilaren in underſtamdiug willfully (uth, 


Children of Belial almæyet, are not tobe admitted to the Lords Tu- 
ble. We will with your leave heare you make out the Affimative 
firſt, That Children in underſtanding are to be ndmitted to the Lords 
Table. We have heard you (we fhall alledge nothing from hat 
we have read) and thoſe in your way with you, make it out thus : 
and ſo this is your firſt proote. 


= 


— 


1. 1. 


— — ñ — —ꝓ—a— x — — 


. Urely all our forefathers were not all miſtaken, bur 
ey gave it forth to all, all along, till within theſe 


164 


ne, 


inke it is impoffible , Though 
give forth theſe 


It is hard e- 
ven fer good 
men por to be 


. 


ce flreame, 
when at once 
they poe with 
the wind of 
example and 
tide of Na- 
tue. 
Read Mr. Phil. 
G Evang.Gom: 
pag. 227,228. 
(re. 


very few yeares, winch they had not dene, if they 
. had not thought it law full to be do 
It is hard to prove this, nay we th 
we grant that many the excellent o 
leales to as many as came for them, and that was juſt, as you fay, a 
o all; And truely much might be faid to excufe theſe excellent 
ot the Earth, à tanto, if not & toto. The tyranry of Cxflome, as 2 — 
tide or torrent impetuouſty running all one way, and carrying all 
with it; The Tyranny of Bifhops alfo, as faft friends to Chriſt, 
many of them, as were theſe excellent of the Earth then, and 
now faſt friends to Anti- chriſt. Indeed Iſſachar. we had almoſt 
Maid, curſe (but to all Nis God turned it into a bleſſing) was up- 
on the good Miniſters, and people, they lay cout hing under bur- 
den; and this difpirits both Minifters and people, fo chat with 
him in Turit us, if we may alude to it, gemens, fequitar tamen, 
they fighed, and they groaned, yet they followed the Commande- 
ment. And furely we may adde this, how did they breath after 
Reformation in theſe matters? And when they ſaw no amend- 
ment, we know whether ſome of them went, for it is knowne in 
all che Barth. and how did they there, And the faichfull here 
wreftle with cheir God about theſe things? And what thankes = = 
B can 


* Quod cung, 
wer itstem non 
favs bavejts eft 
veins 
conſuc tu to. 
Chritt is 
mY Antiquity, 
That He did, 
and that He 
tpake, fatd /g- 
Tt 
g, Tell 
t me it was 
cuflomarily fo 
done, but tell 
mewhatought 
to be done. 
ev c. 
fo an old Pi- 
lojopher 
proved his 
friend A. Ger. 
19. 


C8) 
can they Render to God for what He hath done in way of An- 
ſwer to their prayers ? Time was when another Girded theſe 
faithfull men, and carried them whether they would not; but 
now, bleſſed be God, they have a bleſſed liberty, to Gird them- 
ſelves in the Al. mig bt of their God, according to His Glorions 
power, to walke whether the wonld in all pleafing. 

This we defire to leave upon your ferious thoughts, what ufe 
and improvement is made of this liberty? or whether not abu- 
fed as an occasion to the fieſb, by men of M. H.: perfwafion ? 

And yet Sir we mult make bold to tell you, your proofe is 
naught, and proves nothing, * What have we to doe with th’ ex- 
amples and wants of our Fathers ? they are no rules of our faith, 
or for our walking; It is not what was done, but what ought to 
be done If fuch a prooſe may be warranted, what evill may not 
be approved good and be juſtified? Here the Heretique Ewri- 
ches fic a progenitoribus accipiens credidi &c. This faith have | 
“ received from my Anceftours, in this faith I was borne, and 
“ Baprifed, and in the fame I defire to dye: and yet the fame 
faith was an errour, and no faith. Full- up to the fame words faid 
another as very an Heretique as the former; Ouemadmedum ab 
infantia edollus ſum, ita Credidi & Credo,; As I have been 
tau be from my 4 fo 1 have belei ved, and fo I beleive 


Hill. Ard the Idolatrous ere: fay much the fame ; So we have 


done, and onr Fathers before us, our Kings and our Princes, and fo 
we will der. But Sir, we ſpeake to you in our /ewells words; 
ye fit not in Judgement to Condemne our Fathers, God one - 
hy istheir Judge, and He knoweth how to deliver His owne ; 
ie was able to preferve the Buſh in the midſt of the flame, 
and Daniell inthe Cave, in the mids of the Lyons; And the d 
three Chrildren in the midſt of the furnace of flaming fire 
and His people //raef in the midſt of the red Sea: even fo was 
He able to preferve His one inthe midſt of that deadly time 
“ ofdarknefle. Jemu/cs petuit ſimpliciter erranti, poft in{piratic- 
em veri &c. He that erreth of fimplicity ( as our Fathers did) 
may be pardoned , The times of that ignorance God might 
* winke at. But after that once God hath infpired the heart, and 
revealed His truth, whofoever continueth in his errour, of- 
fendech without pardon of ignorance, for he is rape 
wi 


it 
1 
| 
| 
| 


(9) 
« with prefumption and willfullneſſe: Thefe, we have heard, are 
the words of Cyprian; and this fhall ferve for Antwer to what 
our Fathers did: their doeings are no preſcriptions, for us. The 
word of our God is the Rule of our practiſe in all things; And 
we humbly conceive, it lyeth open before us as to this particular, 
as our Cynoſure or Starre to direct us; whereof anon. 


VV‘ have heard it faid, to beare you out in your doings ; 
8 That learaed and Godly men, doe as you doe, at this 
day in point of admiſſion to the Lords Table. 
We oppoſe not here, nor gaine-fay what is faid of their Learn- 
| ng and Codlineſſe. But this we fay, That your proofe is naught 
ſtill, and proves nothing. There were learned and Godly men 
fure among thofe thoufands of Jraell called peers: by King 
David for the removing of the Arke, and yet they put it ina * Sam. . 
Cart, againſt the expreffe Command of their God, which was Biter) 171 
that the Levites foould beare it on their fooulders. Godlineſſe, we 1 f * 
ſee, doth not priviledge us from erring, no not in the Highelt & 7. 15. 
matters, the Concernments of the Lord and His Chriſt. And for 
learning, the Lord proſper it, and ſanctifie it, that it may be of 
uſe to His Sanctuary; for this we finde by dayly experience ( we 
will borrow the words of that excellent Expoſitor upon “ Chap. 4 12. 
It Satant worke to follicite the Learning of men (even as an a- 
dulterer follicites the beauty of women) that he may commit folly 
with it, and beget fome monftrous birth of mifchiefe and villany. 
We proceed to that you fay in the third place. 
| 


Me hie Charity commands you to account all that are borne 
1 and Baptized in England, Beleivers, Difciples, and Saints, 4 
and upon that ſcore, as cheir Children are to be admitted to 
Bap: iſme, fo the Parents to the Lords Table. . 
A. Charitable as M Hi: is, who hopes the Beſt of all, fo he 
faith ; and, fay we, if of all, then he hopes the Belt of the worſt 
of all; what hope hath he of the Devill? Why, If he be a Devil 


incarnate, 


2 
| — 
— 
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(10) 
incardate, and baptized, he ſhall be admitted to the Lords Tabſe. 
though truely we know not well what co fay more, having hinted 
fa much to it before; yet this we will add, That Charity doch 
both heare and fee, and hath a rule, whereby to judge righteous 


Judgement, as of a tree by the fruits; of M H his walke in the 


ttreeve, by his practiſe at the Lords Table, for if naught there, 
it is our feare, he is good ro where , Thus we judge ot a man by 
his workes. And to the thing in hand, of a heile ver by his faith . 
of a Diſciple, by his diſcipline, his ſchollar- like ſubmitting himſelfe 
to the teaching of Chrift, of a Saine hy his holineſſe. Bur ulien 
none of all this is viſible, but the Contrary to all this, They ac- 
count themſelves Saints, are dealt with as Saints, yet they revile 
the Saints, hate and perſecute hoſineſſe: then we fee not why | 
Charity ſhould make her mantle fo large, as thereby to Cover 

that, which is fo apparert, that it cannot be hid. When the a- 
boundance in the heart, the Treaſure there venteth or broacheth- 
itfelfe, by the eye, tongue, or hand, then it is eaſie to judge, 


Charitate, That the Treaſure within us eviff, for it bringeth, 


forth evill things. The Phyfitian judgeth of th ficke mans ito 

macke by his tongue, chat is foule, the ſtomack is much fowler, 
heing the Cauſe of the tongues fouleneſſe; When we obferve the 
fmoake breaking out of the doores and windowes, and from un- 
der the tyles, we conclude, there is much ſtnoake within and fome 


fire alfo , which, if Care be nor taken, will hreake- out anon. 


I fee thy heart, ſaid one through thy hand, which acteth thy 
heart, bringing it forth to light. We judge the tree by the fruit, 
which is not rafh, becauſe it is not ours, but the judgement of che 


word of God. We have heard it often ſaid to Godly Minifters 


Gen: 6. 


and people; Te muff not judge. They might as well fay, you muſt 
not heare or fee. We may judge and judge the heart too. What 
an hell above ground that is, where we fee what an_hellith life. 
there is We may j the thoughts of a man not yet turned 
from finne to God, that thoſe are onely evill continually (for ſo 
we are taught to know our felves, that we may loatli our ſelves). 
But now, when theſe evill thoughts have. migred or moulded out 
themſelves, by words and deeds, then thoughts become viſible. 
We Know the Mut in the heart, and what ſtampe it beareth, 
tor we fidde it upon mens words and deeds, which are, as we ny 


| 
i} 
i 
| 


(11) 
fay, che money that is coyned there : It is probable this Jatt faid: 
remembers you f Sadteans words; I can tell au anon (ſpeak. 51 quifpiam 
ing to his hearers ) wt thong hes are now> yon are hearing e quid in 


when J obftrve yor, fo foone.as you are cut of Gods honſe, running c- 


remplo homing 
Cogiraveriit 


very: mam afer: hes profits ambpleafures 1 full well 


thou lun were upon them, while were within: What, 
thingy th, the hand and mintet ha was the Proverh wich hm, p. 


andimuch che; fame: wth ours; Wurd and. mor her make, acleare- 
Cimmentary upom the heart theſe are the hearts Heralds, pro- 


6.53. 
5 


arming che fooles fooliſhneſs. Vet indeed ſome of your beleivers, bio. . 22 


Diftipies and Saint, are fo evill, that wee need not (but that we 


nuit ) obierve oither their words or workes, for of their) a 3. 


Guntesance doth them, andtheydeclare their ſinne 
ai Sedome, theyihide it not. To pura ciole to this; de sss, jus 
dicate Deus, Godgudgeth.of things whichappearc nat, The, facę of 
the heart being as. viſible to Him, as is the face to us, and the 
dar keſt roome light ſome; But we may. judge of chings that doe 

appeare: M the Church judgeth not. of hidden Crimes, ſo nei- 
ther the fairhfull, judge of the Churches by their hidden Hypo- 
criſie, but by their open ſcandalls in doctrine and liſa, ſaid. that 


excellently learned man Mr Cotton. When ye ſee men wallowing 
in che pollutions of the world like ſwine in the mire, ye have ware 


rant enough to call them ſwine, and account them iat hiama cream 


tures and to excommunicate them the Lords, Table, as, yee: will 


fwine from yours. Wee charge too deeply, if fo, deepe. as, the: 
heart, before the heurt hath opened its own ſinke, and difcove- 
red its one filrhinefie ; but when it proc laimes ita fooliſhneſſe 


as we read, then may we heare it and beleive. | 
4 V ay you know. not why there ſhouid not. be nom as 


I üfree admiſſionto Baprsfme, and the Lands: Supper, in 
cthoſe primitiv e times, Thete as to Cine umciſios, and the. Haſſe- 


tore y ſay as before, when. yon mention. ta un 


To weamigh 


diſcipline. As thus; If fo he che: hite of Or muſt not 
brought 


that Nat ianall Church we ſuauld mention to Du that Deut. 


33.15. 


Levit, 20. 9 
Deut. 22. 21. 


cap. 27. 
47. 


Levit. 20. 4. 


def. Bap. 61. 


120 
brought into the houſe of the Lord, hy ſhould che Child borne 
ofa whore, be brought in thither. But indeed there was proviſi- 
on againſt this, for the whore, if the daughter of a Prieſt, was to 
be burnt with fire; if the daughter of amore ordinary man, then 
fhe was to be ſtoned with ſtones, And the Adulterer with the A- 
dultereſſe were both to dye. So Sir, your Argument holds not, 
nor Can it beare out, as we thinke, this Cuſtome amongit you, 
admitting ſuch Infants now ( for they are admitted in their Pa- 


Vid: Ame): de rents right) to Bapri/me, begotten, as is notoriouſly knowne, in 


adultery, and the Parents not fo much as profefling repentance 
for the fin ; And fo giving fome ſatisfaction to the Congregation 
thereby. Sir, The Lord will require this at thefe Parents hands 
(for fo we may call them) ſo alto at his hands who fo preſumptu- 
ouſly baptizeth their Infants. Nor ſhall it helpe him or them; 
That though the Child was begot in Adulterie, yet it was borne 
in wedlocke ; So have they plaiſtered over that horrible fin , for 


_ which the Minifter muſt be as refponfible, we meane for marry- 


ing them, as he fhall be for Baptizing theit Infant, before an ac- 
knowledgement was made openly before the Congregation, for 
fo openly had they finned: But the Lord lookes upon this and 
tells us with a voyce as loud as thunder, that fich man doth not, 
He Himfelfe will be the avenger of thefe things. And if the people 
of the Land —&c. for we would leave it upon your th 

that if you, or any brother in office with you, have been or are 
faulty in this matter, ye my heare and feare, and doe no more pre- 
ſumpt uon fly, Inthe fhutting up of this we humbly remind you, 
of your owne Principles, every head of 4 family ( being by our 
principles) an Abraham to his family. But how if he be an J- 
macll, worfe than an Infidell to his family, how then in point of 
admiſſion of his Children to Baptiſme, ot himſelfe to the Lords 
Table? muft he, 8 blaſphemed the one Sacrament, be privi- 
ledged thereby to blaſpheme the other ? or having denied and 
renounced his Baptifme, es the manner of ſome is, by his workes, 
making full proofe he hath very ill husbanded that pretious Ta- 
lent, muſt he be priviledged thereby to deale fo w ith the other? 
Yes fay you, and accordingly you deale-out unto bim. But did 
Lord Chrift deale fo with His Talents? Adath. 25. 28. — 


wee referre it to the fixt Treatiſe. Ul N 
2. Now 


| 
1 
17 


(13) 

2. Now as to admiſſion to the Paſſeover, which you are plea 
fed to fay, was free to all, which pleads for the like free admiffi- 
on to the Lords Table. That fpoken before might ferve here, 
Bur, to let that paſſe, we verily beleive there was not fuch free 
admiſſion to the Paffeover , as you would ſeeme to hold- out, 
or take for granted; And this our beleife wee ground on the 
Scrip:ures of God as we oughr, and you expect we ſhould, and 
indeed Commanded us; which needed not, for God commands 

us ſo to doe; We humbly conceive there is much in this Scrip- 
ture we teade; When your (hildren hall fay unto you, what meaue 
you by this fervice ? That ye Mall fay it 1s the ſacrifice of the Lords 
Paſſeover; Wee Collect from hence; That the perfons were to 


be knowing and underſtanding perſons in the matters of their 


God, the great Concernments of their ſoules, atid: fo’ knowing 
and 1 as that they muſt be able to inſtruct and Ca- 
techiſe their Children in thoſe High points. Now if you finde 
the Parents ſuch knowing and underſtanding perſons; you m 

finde reaſon and warrant enough to admit them to the Lotus 
Table; But if very ignorant, yea Brutifhly ignorant, for fuctr 
they are, whom you have admitted, then feeke your warrant elfe- 
where for your admiſſion to the Lords Table, for wee are verily 
perſwaded you will not finde it from the Paſſeover; The free ad- 
miſſion they had to that, Sir, be well aware what you fay , and as 
well aware what you doe; Take heed of admitting (we adviſe 
you in worthy Hilderfam’s words )-fich as are knowne to the 
Congregation, to be ignorant, malicious, ancleane, uni 
“ fons, drunkards, Blaſphemers; Make not the houſe of 


God as 


4 Common Inne, that receives Gueſts of all forts, and enter- 
“taines all alike. The Gates of Gods houfe are called the Gares  Pfal. 118. 19, 


f Righteoufueffe ; None fhould preſume to enter into them 
“(ar leaſt you ſhould ſuffer none) but fach as (in profeſſion and 


“ endeavour ) are righteous men. 


But to your Alligation from their free admiſſion to the Paſſe. 


wer; To our feeming it was not fo free as yours is to the Lords: 
Table For firft, ſome were to be we read, Numb: 15. 


“30,31. The foule that doth ought’ preſumptuouſſy, whether 
“he be borne in the Land, or a ftranger, the ſame reproacheth 


“the Lord, and chat foule ſhall be Cut-off from mae 


uſt per- 


Exod.! 2. 2 6, 
27. 


20, 


— — — — 
—— 
* 
‘ 
„ 


defpsfed the word the Lord, and 


that Joule Mall be Cut-off h. 

be pon bim; Add to this, hom Agepl, the Tard 

His 844 7. K. Lee not 155 che 
Charge of mine holy things; In that ye have brought ict 

* Sanctuary Children of a Stanger, uncircumciſed in beatt, 

* unciscumenfed in ficth. Then at the ph verſe; Thus faith the 

No Stranger uncircubnci ad 


bary., which was à type 
the Church of the Wing 
Olpell times; Whence it May be cleared we chitk, 
That, iflome mere be Cut-off for. their, wickeduetfe and . 
cheat from well for egal. anti ra. 


‘leaunelles, Scandal chen allo were 
they Yet ne the ex 
Good Rulers, ab this. m;cter» cleares this forthe 
Leyices, that were porters, fet by the Gates 
shat. in any 


i” 


The porser 


dae 


our marke what diligence was fa 


‘ 
‘ 
? 
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any | ease fae Pal *. 
4 may they be admitted to cate at the Lords Table. 
4 ye 7 
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485 
tenen, Tepe Sam, 


| thems 

as their forefathers had dony alt is faid’verfe 

That hey laughed, the. Adeffengets us feotne and imecked them: 

What! may we not doe as our Fathers have done? muſt we no, 7 a 

be wifer than they Nes, ſaich he, muſt ... . 

and you muſt doe better than they, elſe you will thew your félves e 

arrand fooles and utterly undoe your felvess for your fathers were " en 

fiiff-necked, and did seithe soferve 

and to doe as He bad them But sbey 
vu, good in theit aint eyes, and ſo bromgbr al this 

felves Lou muſt not doe ag they did, for then muſt ſuffer 


in thoſe mattem, and thitigs muſt he done | 
fof We it willteach — 
of admiffion to the Lords Table. Anf yet to fer home your ‘lef- | 
fon, and to helpeꝶou in your for che 
Table. Take , in cher ialt place, a0 example) | 


4 


4 
| 


4 9 
| 
2 
— 
12 
I9  shemfele es [raell, * 
EVG. 1. So ayour-fourth objection. Nou have yet 
more to fay to your Doing : 
Vk Ti bt 75 * 
Lords Table, ther “God is ibe onely 


(16 ) 


and give it us, 


maginations out give you , fo fortwo 2 ſhall have two 


. eee more account with our God, and fo 
Weneverdi(ho- with kis good people, than are the vifible heavens and the earth, 
nour God more Therefore, Sir, Ma Hs: (we would rather mention his name than 
than when we yours, fo much we favour you) ſhall not put out our eyes with 


ee his conceits, now that he hath put out his owne by his /en/iali- 


own way ; end . He ſhall not abuſe us as he doth the Seripture ſhameful 
leaving His vale ter his touching the Centurions Converfion by 

make for Chriſt onely upon the Croſſe: It was as miraculous 
2 dinary, as was the Renting of the vaiſe and rockes, and ope Pening 
he 


“4 5 . of the Graves. And he is as well able to prove, That when 


Ab extra ordi. admimiſtred this ordinance, he raiféd. dead bodies out of the 

mario ad ordina- Graves, as thar he raifed dead foules, by bis adminiftring to them 

erke valet the Bread and the Wine, whieh yet is the thing be is to prove, 

genen. That Converfion, which is the raifing of the foule from its grave, 
is wroughvin this way, we meane by meme ving out this ordinance ; 

It is true, The: people will ſpeake y of it, That they never 
found the word ( orGods as was 
that, they heard delivered to them atthe graves mouth) and at 

fee, chat this is a meere de- 

eon and and our o-, ne heart, which is Blind 
and cannot fee furre · off, and will make us beleive a lye, That 
God will ſtep out of His way and worke extraordinarily for us, 
while and turne our backs uponthe ordinary meanes, 
He hath appointed for the turning the heart unto Him; We fhall 
i peake more to this in another place; for the prefent we one 
edt rer, nd loathfome 
ron o Poperie, and is to 
mans heart, being aſſured, That | 
a 7 the ord ched'is the great Appointmene of God, 
teller. 


co dring Chriſt and the ſoule 

preaching is the Chariot, that Carrieth Chirift up and dewne the 
for you, whe fanttifierh ‘Hissfelfe for your 
Ttut tie might doe and in you all 
done, and to ſuſſer all that was to de ſuſſered, for the 


of His Futhert juttice, and che Complesting of an 


the Lords Table But he chat cannot 
of Satan, 
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(neffe, That ye might be Compleate in Him, and who- 


ly fanctified through che Truth, and throuphly furnithed to every 
motke : Then pre Chri Crucified is the Appointment 
of God for the falvation of foules ; fo many Scriptures give-in gett 
their evidence, that we know not how many: The dead foall heart Joha g. 4 5. 
the voyce of she Son of Cod( inthe preaching of the Gofpel ) and ; 
hey that heare (that is, beleive and obey ) Hal live. Other foeepe 
Lhave (He meanes us Gentiles) thems alfo I muft bring (be- 
¢ jonging to the Election of Grace) but how wilt chou bring ihn 1 
them Lord ? Thou art in Heaven and they on Earth, they bal Y Tm. 1. 10. 
heare my voice. The preaching which Chrift bids His Miniſters 1 Co.. 18. +1. 
preach, is no other but Chriffs voter, which bids the ſleeper a- 3 214. 
wake, and ariſe from the dead. It is that whereby the Spirit 
workes faith inthe ſoule: it is chat whereby Afr and immortalitie 
a brought to light, through the Coſpell. All the Augells in Hea- 
yen cannot convert one ſinner, ( it is not their office or — 
ment from God) But the word preached (which the wiſdome of 
the world counts fosliſtneſſe), converteth all chat are converted, 
being that great Appointment of God for that end. It is juſt fo 
with us now, dry benes, When Converſion is wrought as Once it 
was; And as I propheſied there mas.anafe, and behold a ſbabing Rzek. 37. 5. 
breath came into them, and they lived and flood up upon their feete, 
anexceeding great Army: As then fo now, and to the end of the 
world, life and smmortalisie brought to light, inte our fowles 
rhe It is the Chasiot.of of the Spirit. of Chriſt, 
The faving knowledge, faich in Chtiſt. and this by N 
ofthe Goſpell, Thereby the Spixit flowes into the Heart, and 
at once, and all together; While Peter yet [pake, oly 
fell on chews all, which beard the Word, Acts 10. 4. 11 15. The 
Cafeis Cleare ; The word preachedus the intment of Chriſt 
to quicken che dead; The Sacrament of His body and blood is 
Hu Appointment together with His Word to maintzine and 
22 life, when to fence and feeling it is in a ſwound and 
This being a point of high concetnment to be cleare in, we 
ctave leave to proceed farther in it in mi of Anſwer . v 
be gathered from the holy 
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bic). 11. 31. 


yet He would put an honour upon the word of His 


— 


(18) 
ſaid; That the word of God where it is preached, is the onely meanes 
in the S pirits hand of Converfion. And indeed (to 55 it one- 
ly in paſſage here) ſome Godly Miniſters, as is meet for us to 
judge, doe aſcribe converſion, 25 to the aif of receiving, as the 
man of your perfwafion doth ; (and truely, we thinke not one 
godly Minifter in the world is of the fame mind with you) but to 
the exhortations and prayers in ufe at that time before and after 


tlie Sacrament is adminiſtred. To this we ſhall fpeake hereafter 
in its proper place, where we hall tell our perſwaſion as to that 
matter. So we come to that we intend here. 


1. It is ſaid, Rahab the Harlot had faith, and it faved her from 
perifbing, he living out of the Church (he could not heare the 
Word. 


To shina it anfwered by. our of atid pretious 


memory, That where ordinary meanes faileth, God can work ex- 


traordinarily, by reports and rwmours, Jofuah 2: 9, 10, 11. 

2. It is ſaid Pauls converfion was without the word : True ; 
it was very extraordinary, immediate by the Lords owne Hand, 
grace, which 
He hath appointed for cotrwerſion. He ſent Ananias unto him, 


| vpenfirt, though the great work was don; for bebold he prayes. 


And in the Gere, converted , muſt fend 
Meer. 
3. is bid. Pet. 3. 1. Thor without the Word 
— won Treue; Wichout the word he may be gained to come 
the word, to heart it by che entreaties A ſions of the 
ne enting the meeting place, and by her good example, 
and Chriltien carriage, adorming rhe word, which fhe had heard: 
fhe might dr the bieſſing of God, win upon him to goe along 
wich her to the place of hearing; his body was drawn within che 
Church-doores thé wordy but his heart could not be 
drawn up to God wit howe the word che Spitit of God and of Glo- 
ry accompanying the fame, which is learned Bere interptetati- 
on there, the ſumme of it. ænd we conceive that 9 1 0 r. 
7. 16. fals under the ſame conſtruction. a 
Before we can put a cloſe to this we would put a Queftion 
here, dod chen putt to the holy Scriptures for reſolution there- 


an liply\Difcipline in pri 
es, 
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€ 19 ) 

we meane, godly education there, be not fufficient to 
 enrne the hearts of the Children to God, and to worke in them 
true actual faith 


’ Before we enquire farther for refolution hereunto, we would 
fay this firft . That this ruling well his own houfe, having his chil- 
dren in [ubjettion, with all gravity, workes marveilouſly upon 
them, making ſuch impreſſions upon the outward man, as that 
they looke not as if they had been born dead in treſpaſſes and · 
fins, Children under wrath as well as others. Wee will proceed a 
-fittle here to witneſſe the honour we give to this Deſpiſed Diſci- 
ine in families; farely a family well Trained, diſciplined or 
Catechiſed, is a very beautifull fight ; as is an Army well orde- 
red, all and every one keeping their ranks,and doing their Duty; 
A rulers walke before the ruled, if according to the rule, together 
with his exhorting, comforting and charging every one of them; 
asa Farther doth his children, is very winning, and gaining upon 
the whole family, to doe as the Ruler in cheife doth; he being 
truely and indeed religious, his vay example is a command a, yea 4Gen.18 19. 
a cempu / ſion b tothe ruled, fo as his whole family become reli- G4 . 14. 
gious too; they that way, at leaſt they feeme 24, 
fo ; atthe worſt they oppofe not, for then they know they muſt 5. 10 . 
be no longer there; for a Ruler fits as in a Throne within his own John 3. 53. 
houſe, and ſcattereth away all evill with his cen For the proofe 16. 15+ 
hereof we entreat the Reader to conſult withyithe Sctiptures in 
“the Margent ; We will note but one example of a Ruler whofe 
carriage was fo gratious in his family, that he made not onely 
his family, but his whole Court to be a Nurcery of Religion; 
vhich may minde us what ‘Philo ud: {peaks of Poſeph, he made 
the Prifon, where he was, a little Temple-for the Spirit of God 
to dwell iu. And indeed it muſt befo ; “ He that knowes how 
“to rule his own houfe well pis in a good pofture of ſpirit for 
“ publike rule. The ſame wiſdome, and juſtice, and holineſſe for 
linde, onely more enlarged and extenſi ve, acts in eyther ſpheare, 
and will regularly move in the little and the greater houſe. The 
fumme is, A good Ruler, who is norma publica, is mar velouſiy 
commanding tor good, as an evill example is marvelouſly com- 
pelling to evil. Whence the complaints of our Godly Miniſters 
in all ages, which commands our mark and our mourning. = 
4 


* 
4 

* 

4 

* 
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upon Hofea 4. 23. Woe to ſuch parents, whofe chi 


6200 

We will fet downe here our excellent Burroughs his wert 
e- 
ver they come to themſelves, thall with rather they had been 
of the generation of Dragons, and off- ſpring of Vipers, than 
“*begotten of fuch parents. Adde hereunto worthy Mr Barges 
** his words; It is a woelull curfe to be borne of wicked parents, 
from whom the Chi!dren learne onely to curfe, fweare, lie and 


rob, prophane oppofers of God and Godlineſſe. We will read 


Ref, 3. 10. 


Fag. 129. 133. 


„M Baxters words alſo,“ I know none on earth, that play the 
part of the Devill himſelfe more truely than theſe men doe; 
And if any thing that walks in fleſn may be called a Devill, 
I think it is a parent that hindereth his childe from ſalvation, 
being cateleſſe of his education; He goes on {peaking terrible 

words to carelefle and negligent parents, as the moſt are, but our 


ats are fealed, and our conſciences feared, we will not heare. 


And fo much to aſſure us, that a pious education, and holy 
difcipline doth much where ever it is, and the want of it doth 
much mifchiefe , but h Dectrine doth all thereby the New Na- 
ture is wrought in young and old by God; mire 
diſcipline, our old nature is but painted and varnifhed over, whi 
comes now to be proved when we have fet downe Mi Baxter. 
words, which feeme to us to {peak contrary, we will note but one 
paflage amongft many in his booke of Bapei/me. . 

The that gave in their experi- 
ences about the time and manner of Gods working grace in 

* their hearts did moft give-in that it began as they t t in 
vyouth or childhood, & in very few by the Miniſteriall teaching. 
And. for my own part, I think that if ever I had true actual 
i it was by the benefit of education before ever I heard 4 
Sermon. 

We would ſpeak three words to this (1) by way of Caution. 

8 way of fuppofition (3) pofitively or Concludingiy, as 
we have been taught by our learned Godly Miniſters. 
way of caution, we would wifh no man to truſt that 


1. By 


_ Convertion, whereof he can give no other Certificate, but that 


be was virticioufly educated. a 
; 
cation had converted his chi 


by the good hand (— 
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hint: we would aske, hath he done this without the word ? It 
could not then be called holy Diſcipline, or pious education. ; 

3. But to ſpeake pofitively, and fo to conclude this point, shat 
the wurd of the Lord may have in all things the pre-eminence , Edu» 
cation or the bringing up of a childe in the Nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, is but e external] moulding of a man, not the in- 
ternall Renovation of his heart: Education faſhions and frames 
the outfide onely;Converfion,if true, the inſide; Education chan- 
geth the actions onely , Converfion not the actions onely,but the 
Nature alſo; for the effecting whereof there muſt be put forth an 
exceeding greatueſſe of Power together with the Word, once more, 
and to doe our Utmoſt to drive it home, we are borne every mo- 
thers child, like a m Affes Coli, we love to be free or rather dif. 
ſolute; we cannotendure to be ſubdued to order, we would know 
no Law but our own luſts; nor rule but our own defire , nor be 
fervant to any but our own will: Vet the Law of a virtuous edu- 
cation paſſing upon us we may be brought into ſome good order 
and under ſubjection; we may be canded over and feeme more 
than Civill: And yet there is as vaſt a difference. betwixt what 
Education doth, and the word preached doth, as there is betwixt 
Nature and Grace, and that is greater than between a mans Na- 
ture and a beaſt. Education may polliſh and beautifie, yea and 
tectifie Nature, put eng for a time; But the 
word preached is appointed for this very thing, to change Na- 
ture, to put it into aright frame, and to ſet it right for ever; 
Io change a ſinner into a Saint; To make a Beleever of an In- 

fidell. T holy Comper taking this very thing into Con- 
fideration , That the word preached ig the onely, meanes of Con- 
verfion, would alwayes as he went to Church, fend. up this eja- 
culation or ſhort prayer, Lord bow my th I may heare thy 
werd, Amen. He it is, who hath an Almighty Arme, and reach- 
eth it forth by His Spirit wich bis Word, and fo maketh it a 
_ Converting word that He in all things may be Glorified througir 

felts Chef, To whoasbe Glory Erne and. Dominion for eves 


Sac t.. 
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ct. 
“FN che fixt place we have heard you fay, that you have done 
your duty, when you have told your people theirs, and the 
“ dancer of pre receiving, according to the tenour of 
“ thofe dreadfull words they find written, 18 1. 27, 28, 20, 
&c. | | 
THIS is well, but not the whole of your duty, no; nor the 
leaſt part. They will not beleive that there is any danger in re- 
ceiving, at leaft, ſuch you ſpeake of unto them, being in your ac- 
count, and upon the fame ſcore admitted to the Table, Beleivers, 
Difciples and Saints ; why ſhould they Queftion that, which you 
doe not queftion? Let Turkes and Pagans queftion thofe matters, 
and not Diſciples and Saints, we meane Baptized-ones , for co 
nomine &c. 
But Sir, itis good to be ferious in theſe matters; as to be fer- 
vent in a cold matter is no ſigne of Wiſdome; So to be cold in 
an hot and fervent Buifinefle bewrayes folly. We make bold to 


| 


put three queſtions to you; Th’ one relating to a great Lord on 


Earth, fuppofing, you to be a fteward in his houfe,and leave you 


to make anfwer to this Lord. The athier relating to the Lord of 


Heaven and Earth, whofe ſervant you profeffe your felfe to be, 
and a fteward in His houſe. The third ſhall be put to your owne 


foule, and as to the other fo to this make you your anfwer, Cal- 


ling God to record upon your ſoule. The firft ; 
1. Suppofing you to be a ſteward to a great Lord on Earth; 
would he take it well at your hands? That you counſelled yea 
threatened a tude and raſcall Company, nafty wretches, and not 
worthy to enter your Lords houfe, much leſſe to-apptoach His 
Table, notwithſtanding in they would Come, which yet they 
Could not without your Connivance, and more, and fit downe 


with Him at his Lordſhips Table. Anſwer this matter to your 
Great Lord, and fo we leave it. 


2. Youare a fervant to your great Afafter in Heaven, und you 
fay, He hath made you a ſteward in His. houfe. Make your An- 


ſwer to Him, Queftioning you at this great point; why have you 


been fo careleſſe what manner of perfons you have admitted 


| 
| 
| 
Ww 
1 
| 
1 
to 


ve leive this pos you 
hes alſo. 

Paricto-yout ow owne Sotile, Is it to warne Men? 
we bt but you have: been Warning proud men and co- 
vetous and hypocriticall mockers,and you know whome, and yet 
they have Comte, Doubtleſſe, Sir, you fhould have refrained * 
from drinking a Cup of poilon, and from Rufhing upon 
their owne damnation. Anſweß khis to your one Soulé, , 
uben you are about it, Call God co record therein Then per- 
haps you may tremble. at Elies doome; | will judge thy houfe for 
ever, for the iniquity thon Russe, becauſe thy Sonnes made them- 
felves vile, and thow Refirdinedft them not, thou didſt not Bend 
brow, nor them. A good man (carters vic t eu wi 
bu eye, they ſſal got pertake of hol things, of bread ordai 
for Children. thall for that. — If a Lord on B 
vill not take theſe doings at your hand, will your Maſter in 4 
ven? And if your Conſciente, which is as we may fay the Conte 


king in the Refule from both: If this Conſcience 
not, God is Greater chan your, Conteehce, — — 
Him? It commandeth your ſerious thoughts 
matters, and then to Anſwer thereunto. 
. would remind you of this laſt ſaid, chen eg Render you 
more ferious, 
according to the minde and will of his Lorde fe nor ere 
Gods Houfe, but-aceotding to the mind and will of@hrift, recei- 
ving, whome He réceiveth ; retuſi whome He refuſeth; G- 
ing· out, home He Caſteth out Paul exhorted the Ne- 
mans c receive unto them the weake in faith upon this ground, 


the Eura hath receip Ron 1, 2, 3. If it be 


laid as a Learned man doth ſay j That the Oeconomy of a Prince: 
houle is no rule for the Gover niit Gods houſe, he is well 
tis a diſgract and dſhondur to Gods hoate 
any King or Lof 

‘hones, bene mule fomthe 
tdi’ che K 
(foe 


yet, methinks, 


ot the ſoule, — betwixt the underftanding and the will; “a 


That as a fteward is not to doe an ching, but 
youn 


utel ondered, than o 

And hong Of prirces 
might be a rule * 
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the ſcandalous and prophane or to ſettle a faithfull and 


(24 ) 
houfes; and fhould not Stewards. of Gods houfe-blufh? That 
thefe ftewards fhould be more Carefull about their Lords bom/e, 
which is but Earth upon Barth, than Gods ſtewards are of His 
houfe, which is Heaven upon Earth. Rejeyce ye Heavens. 
. Sac 1. VII. 
“IN che 7h place, of have this to argue for the free admiſſion 
tothe Lords Table: You Cannot Reftraine It is not in your 


power to keepe them away: we, ſay you, and they of your way, 
poke for orders from our Ralers : if they give us power, we 


Mall tee it executed, according as they fhall prefcribe. 


So then without a Civill Sanction,we may not expect Church. 
Reformation. Our excellent Jewell, ſpeakes, we thinke, fully and 


not impertinently to this, as Is generally knowne to all the Lear- 


ned in his Epiſtle concerning the Councill of Trent; we will ab- 
ſtract a few of his lines, chough all are worthy to be heard and 
read oſ all men. Thenbelike, it is not lawfullfor any of us to 
beleive in Chrift, to proſeſſe the Goſpell, to ferve God aright, 
to ly Superſtition, and Idolatrie, except they (our Rulers) will 
give us leave: In humane Counſells it is the part of a wife man 
to expect the Judgement and Conſent of men, But in matters 
divine Gods word is all in all, The which fo ſoone as a Godly 
man hath xecei ved, he preſently yeeldeth and ſubmitteth Him- 
“ felfe , He is not wavering nor expecting others: He underſtand- 
eth that he is not bound to give eare to ( the dictates of men) 
the Pope or Counſell. but to the will ef God, whofe voyce is 
to be obe ed, though all men fay nay. If, at the firft, Chriſt 
and His Apoſtles had ſtaid for a (Civill Sanction) of Council, 
when had their /ovmd gane out unte 4 Lands ? — This is to out 
ſeeming very applicable to our purpoſe. and may anſwer this your 
plea for a Civ Santlion ſrom the Ruler, thereby to impower 
you, to keep off the greſſely, inately perfons, 
thofe ſons and daughters of Belial ( that caſt- off Chriſts yoke) 
from approaching the Lords Table. If thé Rulers would give you 
power, you would doe u. Poſſibly be may be ſoch an one, that is 
afraid to 


hedge-in the Sacrament, and to make it inaccefitble to 
learching 
Miniſter 


1 
1 
| 
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if 
19 
* 
| 


Minifter in the place he lives in, who will, if he will apptove him- 
felfe faithful, make a difference, between the precious and the 
vile; ſor then he knowes, he ſhall hut make thereby a rod (of 
Diſcipline) for himſelſe to drive himſelſe forth from that facced 
Aſſembly. Therefore a Godly Miniſter is not to waite the Rulers 
or a Givill Sanction, as we ſuppoſe. oF! 

But we crave leave to aske: doe not you derogate much from 414, shar 4 duo 
the power your Lord Chrift hath given you, and entruſted you. h D be 10 
with ? and from the Authority of His word ? Je not that ſufficient be dn, but none 
to beare you out in the ordering matters in Gods houſe as Ste- 5 2 40 
wards there? Al power given to Me in braven and in gart, i 
fv e therefore &c. If the Ruler will doe his uttermoſt for your bur no band to 
ba 


pein theſe matters, moveing orderly, and in his ſpheare; And Iban, Mr. 
ving the Intereft of Chriſt full in his eye, he ſhall doe well, and S dc, .f. 
his worke fhall be accepted; But if he forbeare, be it at his perill. 
You know your duty, Bleſſed are you if you doe it: Vou ſerye a 
Good Matter able to beare you out, if fo be you order things ac- 
cording to His mind and rule of His word. All power is His i- 
ginally, and all yours is His derivatively , lay out all for Him 
which you have received from Him, and feare not the face of the 
Magiſtrate, ſuppoſed ſetting himſelfe againſt you, you have power 
over him as a Steward in Gods houſe; he none over you in refe- 
tence to thefe ſacred adminiftrations, as the Churches records, ra- 
ther the facred Scripture tells you. And you may be pleaſed to 
remember this for your great Comfort; /f throagh grace, you en- 
deavour to order matters by the rule of Gods word: Gail not 
be maftexed by His owne guifts, nor make derivative power, too 
for original power: But bleſſed be God, ye have no ex- 
cule here, the powers on Earth, at prefent, are for you, give en- 
ent to you. Vet that chere may he no miftake here a. 
bout thefe two great hands, through which the great God con- 
veyeth fo much good to his people, Magiſtratet and Minifters, 
we crave leave to add a little moe; The Donacifts did aske, as we 
have heard, what had the Emperour to doe with che Church? 
Io whome it was anſwered, That the Emperour could not rule 
the Common: wealth, except he governed the Church, for che 
Church is a Common- wealth. So then, The ordering the matters 
of Religion belongs to the Care of the Civil} Ruler: But then 
D 2 “we 
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we muſt nove There are two things in Religion, firſt intrinſdcall 
within the Church , Ws to preach, Adminitter the Sacraments, and 
to ordaine Minifters: thefe he ought not to doe. But for thofe 
things, which are without thoſe belong unto him; He is to fee 
others doe their duty,and Correct them that doe it not: He ought 
to fet alla ‘8 eing, and to reforme abuſes, but not to meddle with 
things within the Chu ch aforeſaid, as to execute the ſame ‘bur 
to éver-fee and governe their Necutione; and thofe perſons 
whole proper office it is to execute them. Gn isia ſtately fight 
to behold that excellent and ſweet harmony in ſtate, where che: 
ard Miniſter meet amiabiy, conf pireing together, 
ho Mall doe moſt at the ſetting up of the Kingdome of Chriſt, 
‘and carrying on His intereſt through the Nation, The truth is, 
The Lord Chriſt hath been little beholding, to moſt Rule 
haye lived upon Earth, ard He hath taken as littſe care of them, 
as they cooke little cire of His honour. Vet in thofe feirce and 
perillous times, when the Rulers fet themſelves againft the Lords 
Chriff : There were ti ofe and not afew,who in the power of His 
might ſett theimſelves in the Gap for Him, beareing up apainſt 
all che power of the Adverb , defpifing i it and laughing it to 
ſcorne. And Luther was one of theſe in former times (not to 
mention any more, nor the Worthies:of the Lord in cur late pe- 
rillous times,) In regard of my perſon, faid he; Ile fall: downe 
before any: But in regard of the Truths of Chriſt, which J ad- 
““minifter, L locke on the Kings of th Earth as Nitts-or Crum- 
“bles of dutt, (c be wrote to our Henry the 8 th) For a Miniſter 
that is faithful in the execution of his office (as faid our holy 
Sbhepheard) what ever humane weaknefle there is in him, 

v hat ever power there is in others yet he is there above Chur- 
ches, Kings or Angelis, Bur, Bleſſed be God, at this day, the 
powers on Farth are for you, de MA be as holy as ye will, as to 
the performng the whole femyice : Mou Lord 
dath given you power Ard Me inſtruct you to 
found dicretion ho to make a Biefledadvahe. ge thereof to His 
Glory and His, Churches good: 

Yet we cannot come oft from this common ples which is plea- 
, Ged by all the herd thac have M Hi: for their Leader; wre have 
any bow the , fay 

mney, 


ia 
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ey; we mould entreat theſe mento call to remembrance, what 
the Lord ſaith touching the Altes Him/felfe upon horsi‘le 
fininers, in cafe the Rulers di 

men to whom the Lord hath give Authority to reprove, gen- 
fire, and excommunicate wicked men ( fiom communicating at 
His Table at the leaft ) eythet dare rot, or will not doe it; Ile 
take the matter into My on Hand, Ile doe it faith the Lord. 
And hath not He, with whom is terrible Majeſty, hath He. not 
don it? hath He not executed terrible wrath upon theſe unworthy 
Receivers at His Table? One fals trom an houſe, breals his bones, 
haps his neck; A ſecong a tree, or horfe; A thit@is 
led into the Waters; A urch is fuffered to fun his orm 
and fo to cut - off himfelfe in the midſt of his dayes, A fiſt is his 
own executioner A ſixt, and he is many, theſe are la d in the 


lap of their on and now being paſt feeling, give 


over to tu work all unc leunneſſe with greedindffe. 
joyned to their Idols; and let alone , And hath the Lord deal: ſeſſe 
feverely wich cheWrewards of His houſe, who have dealt fo unbe- 


coming ftewards there? Some He hath thruft-out. And thoſe 


that, through favour huld-in for a time, Is not a viftble /word up- 
on their arme, (theit power is broken ) and upon their right eye 
their underftanding is darkend. The unfaithfu ] Steward, the Idol. 
Shepheard ſhall be like an Idol, haying eyes bi ſecing not; He 
was before a blind Ster ſinfully; and now he A Sé.r judi- 
eially. O the dreadfull wayes the Lord takes in che ee ciſe of ex- 
communication! He that inwardly excommunicates His own dear 
children, as their fins may deſerve, and caſts them out of His pre- 


will He 

| His Own people, Him ast deare Chil- 
dren ) ruſhing in thether to eig chat with tlicir hands, which 
the, blaſpheme with their tor ges, and trample under with their 
ſeete; and would deale as de Spighthiiiy with His bleſſed per ſon 
now in Glory, as their forefathers did deale with Him, when 
He tabernacled in our fleſh, and Was of earth amengit chem: 
will He {pare theſe or thoſe Minifters, Stewards in His houſe, 


that ſuffer a brutiſh ſottiſh people fo to doe, alled ging for them. 


felves( but will cheir allegation be accepted ).sheir Lard pus a l 


a 


not We apply it to this in hand, Levit. 20. 4. 


fence ( to uſe the words of chat excellent Divine Dr Ci Child cf Ligh 
re cheſe, WH dare out-face him at His owh Table ) 37. 


= ~. 
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tures of God, and from them, that hold thetherto ; That in theſe 
_ cafes, which relate to Gods ho 


not the extent of their 


( 38) | 
into their hands, but they found meyther hand mor heart to ufe i 
becauſe the Ruler, did ut Commiffion them 
Commiflion them ! A Ruler, as ee ſuppoſe, exceeds the bounds 
of lis Commiffion, for Which he will have no chankes from his 
God, if he ſhall Commilfion the Stewards in Gods houſe, how 
to manage Gods matters there; Wee are taught from the Scrip- 


uſe and thofe ſacred adminiſtrati. 
ons there The Minifter rather preferibeth the Magiftrate , than 
he the Minifter ; He, the Minifter of Chrift , rather gives orders 
to him, than receives orders from him. Therefore to proceed to 
4 Glole of this; Will the Lord ſpare thefe Stewards in the day 
when they muſt give an account of their Stewardſh p, who knew 
power, and therefore cannot know their 
duty to doe it; their power and their duty being of equa! length? 
We will conclude in Davids words, My flefo trembleth for feare 
of thee, and I am afraid of thy judgements. 


S 1c r. VIII. 


N the next place, we have heard that much if not moſt of all 
I the evills of theſe times, is Charged upon the non · admiſſion 
oe the fealing Ordinance ; And your felfe have not been filent 
this way 

This Charge in mot unworthy a Miniſter of Chrift ; for the 
contrary thereunto is moft true; God is difquieting of us now: 
He is viſiting upon us the horrid Contempts offered to His word, 
The horrible prophanations of His day; The abhominations He 
hath found committed in His houfe, as to thoſe facred adininiftra- 
tions there, And thef@’are, as we have juſt cauſe to feare, but the 
beginning of our ſorrowes, Thelfirit drops of wrath comming , 
The Lord God will be prodigall of our blood, becauſe we have 
been fo prodigall of His Son's blood, giving it to, or rather caſt- 
ing it away upon thoſe, who cannor but, like fwine,trample it un 
der-foot. ‘Prov: 27. 7. Thefe, you know, are (a/vin’s words. 
Som of man, Seeft thon what abbominations are Committed in My 


I have fworne by the excellency of (by Himfelfe ) 


lua 


faith the Lord — for you read it every where. Indeed that Bd. 
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Ina multorum cupitum, we bealt-like people, we fay as much with 
thoſe rebellious and ſtubborne ones. or much after their manner, 
tersi4. 17. It was never better with us, then when we had our 
Servict-booke our Eaſter Cemmuniums St. But ſhould not you an- 
fer us even as feremy did 3 Did not the Lord remember thefe ) 

shings, and Came they not into Hus minde / So that the Lord conld 
no longer beare, becaufe of the evilhof their doings,and becauſe of the 
abbominations, which they had Committed. 

But with your patience, Sir, Give us leave to aske you Con- 
cerning the place where you were borne,and whereunto you with 
fo well, and the Good of thofe ſoules is the Travell of yours’, 
how find you the people there? If they be as bad, as who are 
worft, then it is got becaufe they are barred from the Font or the 
Lords Table; fox there you know the verieſt varlet in the Towne, 

(if chere be any ſuch which perhaps you queſtion) may have ad 
mittance with his Children to Baptiſme; and, if he pleafe may 
come at the day appointed to the Lords Table, as freely as you 
may come to an Inne, and fet up your beaſt in the ſtable; And if 

u were queſtioned about your owne Towne, where you give 
freedome enough to theſe fore · mentioned places, the Font, and 
the Table, for you are of M H perſwaſion; Wee beleive you 
could ſpeake little of the good you have wrought among chem, 
by indulging that liberty to bring their Infant i Baptiſme, and 
anon after themſelves to the Lords Table, ignorant though they 
are fome of them, whome ye fo freely adinity a5 is WPnorance it 
ſelſe Nay, Sir, to tell you our faith in thefe matters , we verily 
beleive, That Minifters generally all over the Nation, having 
mightily obftructed their Gofpell-worke in the Converfion of 
1 fuffering them to Come to the Table of the Lord, 

re to receive Chrift in the bread and wine, before they could 4 
give any evidence they had Him Dy the hearing, 
we meage by the preaching OF You ſuffer them to 
ſlep- over the Converting ordinamee, and admit them to the ſeale- 

ing ordinance, and now you mayypreach till your lungs are fpent, 
and doe no good among them, Inded this is out faigh; and which 
relating to fuch e that are the higheft¢oncernments of Gods 
Glory, and good of His people. we may not keepein to tar felves, 

The worke and buifinefle of preaching is, you ee 
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(309 
bring Chrift.and tl e foule together 3 To call them in, who are 
without, then to confirme and ſttengthen them being brought 

0 ia. Now you fhould, (it is our faith ) waite Gods time till this 
be done, till He hath, by Word and Spirit gathered a Church 
out of a Church (we kna this founds harfhly in your eares, but 
why fhould it ſo) till He hath gathered His Church out of your 
Church (fince you make it as wide as the little world in Clan- 
till He hach taken them out of the word, and added them to His 

*A& 2. 47. Church, fet them in a fafe * ſure and immoveable ſtate, fut upon 

rec c- their Rocke Chriſt. as Mount Zion, falt for evermore. Doe you 

* got on now to doe your worke, preach the Goſpell, and leave the 
Reit to God, patiently waiting His time. But in the meane time, 
en hall never make us beleive, had you the tongue of an Angell, 
That Wicked and unreaſonable men(tor they have no faith which 

s the reafon of the ſoule) are the worſe, becauſe they are denied, 
the Seales of che Covenant, But much worſe (which may be) 
becauſe they are admitted to pertake of thoſe before their time; 
fohn 18. 2. bott As once it was, fo it is now, togethet with the bread and wine 

& 2 30 the Devill enters them too, and nowfeethem in their walke, and 
you fee Devillsincarnate ; no difference in their walke,for as they. 
fe * dee, fo doe they, onely they have flefh and bones, fo ha 
not he. 


4 
r. IX 
the e place and fo to tell you all that hath been, to out 
beſt remembrance, told us, thereby to juftifie your do ngs in 
Gods houſe, as to the handing forth thoſe facred things there, 
If the people may nat be ſuffered to come to the Lord's Table 
to receive there, as they expreſſe it, They will not game to the 
place of hearing to feceivéthe word there, drive them from 
_ “gh one place, and they ſe de Yor from th other; or, if that 
_ they cannot doe, they Wil gt come at you or, if they doe 
come, they will caſt your pearles, u hereof you ate diſpenſers, 
the word of God, or Coumſells thereof, behind their backes, 
Mut. 7. 6. “they will not hearken to you. 
» _ To this we would reply thefe foure things, and ficft by way of 


1. How 
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1. How would this have founded in the Apofties eares, Com- 
miſſioned by their Lord to preach unto the Heathen ,fhould thete 
Heathen have fayd to the Apoſtles, /f ye will not Baptize us 
firſt, we will heare none of your preaching ; We fay, how would 
thishave been taken by the Apoftles, fuppofed chofe Heathen 
had ſpoken unto them thefe words ? Verily, for fo it feemes to us, 
the Heathen people now adayes, {peaking atrer the rate of thole 
words, before ſuggeſted, ſpeake the very fame thing; And how 
u reaſonable and wicked they fhew themfelves to be in to {peak- 
ing, is left upon your thoughts, with this earreit requeſt, that 
your thoughts may be ferious, | 

2 Wecthinke it will be granted, That che Gofpell is the grea- 
telt Treaſure or Talent of price, that can be entruſted with the 
Children of men, It is that, which bftech up a people, ¢ whether 
ye {peake of a Nation, or a man onely, we allude to that in foby) 
1 High as heaven. It is che rod of His power, the ſcepter of Hy 
‘ Kingdyme, the grand Inſtrument (we will borrow that excel- 
“lently Learned man’s words) whereby He accomplificth alt Hw 
“ defignes in the world, wheeber they be for life or fur death, 2 Cor: 
“2.16, He hath given that a right to take poſſeſſion in His 
Name, and authority of all that He will owne in any Nation 
under heaven. Now if this be rejected by us, we will have none 
of it, unleſſe upon our one termes, and order of our own ap- 
pointme t, give us the Body and Blood of Chriſt firſt ; As it we 
would fay, give us the ſeales of the Covenant, but for the ¶Cove- 
nant it felfe ( opned unto us in the Goſpell) we will have none of 
that. We were faying, I the Go/pell of rhe Grate of God be pus 4. 
way, aod driven with all our might from us, as that. which is moft 
loathed by us. or hatefull to us we ſhall be wifenably diſtreyrd 
anon, as thoſe Defpizers; for we are pointed at there 100 

But veftra yes YOu know your Lords order, how ten- 
der e is of ig, and the judgement that is written fhall be their 
port on, who will remove the bounds, that you md y not ue like them. 
Yee can take it into your Conſidetation, and put it upon cum, 
That if This Rich Talent, we galſed abe Boſpell, fooladed ovich 
pearles, be not fink Ochet dan; 
hor can expect. an; cher Faker gyen to us ( in mere) n 
more than we can another bot 1122 unge | 


For 


Job 4. de 


„ Owen 
Sere bn 
p. 35. 


AAs 20. 24. 
Adis 12 26. 
4 
NIA h. 21. 41. 


Math. 2¢. 28, 


2 Tim. 4. 2, werber forbeare, Preach tbe word, be inſt ant, is feafon, 


doe 


reprobate What t 


eciving. I 


of fealon, reprove, + 
defbrine , bis is your 


oven by 
What can we more at our Owne Table, unleſſe 
rden having nowreceived Chriſt in the Goſpell firtt ? 


* 


(32) 


For the Lord doth not 


fay as we foolifhly may dreame, and 

according as we have dreamed; The man — 1 ö 
his Talent, nay he hath abuſed it: What him ano- 
ther Talent; No, Take sherefore the Talent it 
it unto bim which bath ten Talents. The 
not doe as His unwiſe Stewards doe ( if He will owne them for 
His) as to Goſpell Adminiftrations : The man hath denied re- 


nounced his Baptiſme, being abbominable and to every good worke 


hough, Admit him to the Lords Table not- 
withftanding. Wee will clofe with this, and fo come to the next. 


Till che Word hath prevailed with as, nothing can, till that hath 


dome us good, nothing ſhall. While the word of (briff is trod 


under · ſobte in the hearing place, fo is the ſacred Blood, repre- 
ſented at His Table: We cannot 
receive Him at another; our ſoules are as fu here as 


reject Him at one , and 

and 
therefore cannot hut /oath, tram Chrift that bomey-combe 
there, as here, as at ch’ one place of bearing, fat th other of Re- 


3. Be not you -carefull about this, whether we will bor or 


* 


chuir, exhort with all long- ſufferingę and 


Charge from the Lord, And be you aſ- 
ſured you ſhall never make us attend with the eare, giving all Di- 
Aigenct, tillbyou have the eare And to ‘bere dart you 
have no othet meanes for it but to the word , thereby to 


make us obi in wurd aud in d. Doe not Entertaine ſuch a 
thought as this, but fhew your ſelves men. (1) That we can be 


brought into Love with the Gofpell, or to receive the Goſpell in 
us adthittance to receive at the Lords Table ; 


(2) That we can be over to Chrift by any other wayes 
or meanes, but what are of His one appointing, for His bie fing 
accompaniés doth His Curfe thofe prefumers, 


thinkeed compa iit thelr Ends by ennds they have thaped, 
withom the leat (hape of reaſom ing te their under 
Panding; mok conceary to Gods Word, und an abhorring to His 


- 


1 
| 
11 
| 
| 
| 
Prov. 27. 7. 
* 


prevaile witli God firtt by prayer, That you may take the way 
byHis Ward and Spirit paved forth before 


you; for be you well aſſured He will not goe out of His owne 
or your people 
In the 
„ And to repſy a word Gom the Lord to choſe 
mentioned at cht beg: They will drive away the Word from 
‘wil 
to receive at the Lords Tabs. 
Heare we what the Lord faith to thefe, Twill them away 
at Rubbifo, file, and dirt is caſt away : So He fai by His Pro- 


unto Him as will not hearken to the word of God, God 
ay 
away. They ——— 


why d They caſt God away, when they caſt the 


ont of My They that drive, be driven with the 
— of the Lord, as the Thiſtie- donne dried ſtubble parched 


leaves or chaffe before the whirle- wind. God will drive ae 


out of doores, when they drive His Truth out of their hearts, 

they would drive it out of His houſe, And the God of Truth out 
of the world. What they cannot polſibiy doe, they will endea- 
vour what poflibly they can to doe & good Minifter will drive 
thefefrom the Lords Table too, they (hall not come neare that 
till ic can be made to appeate, The word of Gods Grace hath 
come neare to them and ſet them in their right mind. avon 


hae from Serpe premier, and 


70 the laſt place, auth 
as to theſe matters, and we’ entreate to account it 2 
is this Tha there is fomewhat more pre- 
valles wich you to give ſoch, free ffion, as aforefaid; than all 
nine you have given ds before, and this is it 1 


did not bearken Hoſea 9. 17. 


Read Mr. Ce! 


ty! mpon Job bh. 
while they hate Toftrudtion No wonder God caſteth them 


* 
e 
* 
‘! 
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bed 
— 
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(324) 
in you (tuch is our hope) that you might preach Himramong the 
Arat ben ( truely we meane, for Wetinit be plaine in theſe mat- 
ters, we a ſpade a {pade) yout ‘Bedeivers, Diſtipił t, und Sainrs 
( heathen they are as you heatd and worſe, till your preaching is 
come unto them in power) have not you with your Brethren, 
conferred xt eaſt with f and blood) than way you ate to take 
with your people in poitt of Admiſſion to the Font and Lords 
Table? You muſt Ama er this to God, fich you te wards in 
His houfe, and ſhould know how tb behave your ſelves there 
( with regard enough to that holy guile which ts allowed you) 
tr certainly to Hun you mutt make Anſwer. We humbly in the 
feare of our Lord tell vou our ſealouſie, For this we know (ue 
are fleſh and blond to per/ecarion ina very fore ching to the 
fiefh, and therefobe allits care. Heſire, dnd endeavour is how to 
Eſcape it; Now there is no way for a mu, that will live godly in 
Chrift, p tſus ro efr ape it if he will avoid it; he muſt as to that per- 
ticular Ceaſe tobe Ciodly, and ſo he Conferres with fieth and 
blood and taking that for the maa ef Covnſe ll. be chvofe 
jon: It is dur Jealduſi e. that u 
and vour God Brethten in the fattioway with you, have Con- 
forreiſ too nun h nd bio about thoſe ſacred admini- 
unt won, amd ſo to avoid per ſecution have done as ye doe, given 


ne admiffiox as If you did not as you doe, you ſhould 


anger tlie men io v ou? Pariſh, asthey: are in account amo 
us now adayésziadd fo yo ſbould have, cher purſes fis, 
their mouthes wide open againſt vou, Ie Cannons mounted; 


This is ſore to ſſeſh and blood, and therefore Conſulting with it; 
ill direct you anothet way, to ſaye ipdelfertrom tion; 
give their Chudrem Baptiſme, and themſelves the Loris Supper 


and all fall be well, their purſes ſhall be opened and their mouths 
ſhutt. unleſſe open to bleſſe ind praysfor you, dealing fo kindly 
Wich them; but take heed of their bleſling you, and your bleſſing 
your i¢lfeim ſuch any wich them: andy ay rem 
with #, That ſome mens Curling areas good as their, bleſſings, 
and vou ſhall peefper — them To put cloſe to chis, 
Ibis is out periwafion from what we fee and hegte; ſhould the 
Gofpell come to us like an Angel, wich a ſword in his 
with fire in its mouth:te bill-our luſts and confume them were 


| 


we fhould never be troubled about it, no nor regard it in tlie 
ft, I our Miniſter would give us the Lo:ds Supper, before this 
killing worke were done; uhat ſie did in the Palpit, he would 
undoe all at the Table; If he would preach h to us from thone 
ace, we would take have to us at th' other; he ſh never 
make us beleive, That we are heathen and worſe; not, that we 
are all Children ef wrath, and are every day and houre of the day 
damneing eu foules, while we are tieaſuring up Wrath again 
thedav of wrath); he ſhall never make us beleive this, white he 
puts a Cup ot. Ble ſling into our hands. And yet if he doth not 
thus. he ſhall be the white and marke for wrath & envy to thoaare 
all their arrowes againſt you, which fiefh and blood canngt en- 
dure yet doe not Conferre with it (it is our Jeafotilic, ye ie 
ve ſnaſbnever pleale God then, nor your peopꝭe for geod 
Edif cat inn. It is the greateft cnemie we have in the word, the 
Devil] and Satan him ſelfe not excepted, ye are no debtours tothe 
fléh,; and owe it nothing but mortification, as ye tell your people 
we hope. Well thus we judge of the Holy way, and hela Are 


ae walke in it; fleſh and blood muſt never be Confifted 
vlt about it, it is an adverfaty, yeaa corment to it, as the holy 
way is an adverſary to the fleſh, anda Tormert to the fame. 

omThuswe-have heard you argueing, the affirmative for free ad- 
i to the Laras Table, you will alloy ug the ſame patience 
while ue argue the Negative, That this admififon, to the 
Lords Table fo od mary amongſt us is not according to the mind 
of God and preſcxipt of His word, holding forch our Rule be- 


fore us, and thus we Argue it. 

1 


— — 

OL ON coy bag Hh) 4 vi 

‘dinitced the Lords Table, 
4a) who turne their backes upon the fert of the Gofpell : 
ve meane thus; They mult hot be ſuffered to Come to 
be Lords Table, there tc retefve Chiitt Jeſus tbe Lord 
in the bread and wine, .who re ieee ant make hphe of Hm in 
the te ders and offecs of the Gol We proud chis upon thöſe 
koowne Scriptures, whereon we dw ell a little, 2, 2. 


onel, be decla- 


That feat, to 
which finners 


are invited, tr 


ration of ibe 


Word and mind 


| 


‘ 
3 
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( 36) 
a 7 n e 14.16, where we have the Lord of Heaven and Barth, 
— d of grace the King of Glory intending to His Church and people the high- 
iv the greateft elt preſerment, that is imaginable. He will give His Som, the 
feall which God Heire of the Kingdeme tobe His Bridegroome. Now becauſe there 
— bis bee is a marveilous difproportion, as her preſent Caſe is, betwixt this 
oy — vob Bridegroome and the Bride, as vaſt a diſproportion as is betwixt 
13. 411. Heaven and Earth, yea we may ny Heaven and hell: and at as 
huge a diftance they ftand too, This Bridegroome and this in- 
tended Bride, as heaven and hell doe, and fuch a gulfe betwixt 
them, Befide all this, This intended Bride is a very ill-favoured 
and froward peice, and as proud as fhe is uncomely, and as will 
full alfo as wi it ſelfe; and, as ſure as death, the will refuſe /ife, 
fhe will have none of the match; He fhall not be her Bride- 
groome; who then? Any but Hee ; and the truth is ( but au 
tempus occurrit Regi) The Lord of time may take His own time, 
and when He lealet ) thee hath made her on choice and is 
married already, and wonderoufly thee is facisfyed in her match: 
But now here s much to doe firſt to breake chis match, and make 
it aul, then to make it an abhorring to her ſoule, that fhee was 
fo haſty, carried-on fo headlong in the buiſineſſe of fo high Con- 
cernment, and then to make her fitt and prepared for her Bride 
groome , then to give her free and full and 8 confent to Come 
together, never to be parted more. Now to effec all this God 
the Father maketh a ſumptuous and glorious feaſt like Himſelſe, 
the Lord of glory, wherein He holds forth to the world the a- 
bundant riches of grace and of glory by His Sonne Jefus Chriſt. 
And this we doubt not to call rhe feaft of rhe Goſpell, whereby this 
Bridegroome maketh love to His Bride, That fhall be; and, be- 
caufe He is too high and ftately, yea and too glorious too, to woe 
in His owne perfon, befides that His terra would make ber a- 
Prov. 9. 3. fruid, He hath His Para-nymphs and {pokes.men for Him, who 
are His Afaidens, Minifters, and Preachers of His Gofpell. Aud 
this we take to be the {cope of this Parable! Which yon kiow, 
Nihil probat ratione circumferentia, fed tantum vations 
we muſt obferve whereat it drives, and wherein it (enters : And 
we take in two rules here firlt : for of parables and 
fimilitudes ; and then one thing, which is {poken againſt che ar- 
guing therefrom. RRR — 
1. We 


| 
| 
| 


€ 37) | 
1. We obſerve their true ſcope and intendment, and not to mn iti; in 
wrench and center it beyond that which, were againſt the Rule, taphor e dicun- 


we not angariuri parabolam, in Compelling it to goe farther then tur, non portet 
| accipere ſi 


2. What things are fpoken of God erSpomvaa’es after the man- dum omnia’ 


ner of men, are to be underftood da, in a fenfe becomeing’ 
God ; now in the third place. | 
3, We would take off an objection here before we proceed 
to our Argument drawne from this Parable, That there 10 ar. Theslepia Syn. 
gucing from Parables, Similitudes are not argumentative. True; bolica a * 
ſaith that excellent man, Similitudes argue not, beyond th'ex- guet 
tent of that particular wherein their nature, as ſuch, doth con- Dt · Oven. p. 
fit. The intendment of Chrift in every parable is warily to be ree 
obferved ; Therefore, though a Lea man, Aguinas himſelfe, 
as we have heard, hath ſaid as aforefaid , and better Divines than 
he; yet by his leave and their favour, we thinke the fpeech js nei- 
ther Logical, nor Theologicall, that is, as we are told neither good 
Logicke, nor good Divimitie : Not good Logicke, for Comparata 
triam ficla arguunt, andif they doe argue, then they are arpu- 
mentative and prove fomething, as ſure as operating is working; 1 1 
Nor Good Divinity. for if all Scripture be profitable 2 Sam.t2.2,2 
Lacy for doctrine and reproofe, then Symbolica alſo ar- 
pig by parables : If not, why would Chriſt and ſome Prophets 2 Tim. 3. 16. 
dekote Him, and ohn th’ Apoſtle after Him, delight fo much in ae 
Symboles and parables, if they were not doctrinal, and 
mentative; Theferhings we thought neceſſaty to premife before 
we could argue from che Scriptures; firſt to cleate the fenfe of 
them, and what their {cope is, and that we have good warrant to 
afgne from them; and fecondly, to make it cleate chat Mr H. 
is cleare beſide the cope when he will fave the fta there to be 
Lords Table, belike becauſe Like calleth it a 
supper, ſo Wife a mari he is, and forationall a ſchoſſar in divine 
matters: for he will Have che invitation be as general, come ye ail 
tothe Lords Table: But now he will contradict himſelfe, and 


ſpeake againſt his experienté. He invites all. and adrhics 
ſeth to Come ꝰ Dut there the 


all to the Lords Table and who refate A 
bulke of the Fewes mall the aft, ‘and their ir fratiom to 
it, and went their way, they all ome Confene ( farh Luke ) 


made 


* 7 


38) 
made theit excuſe, they had matters of more Concernment. as 
they thought, than that fee/? Mie read alſo how deſpiteſully they 
uſed the ſervant feng to Call them in; It is certainly the feaf of 
‘ the Gofpel, that meets with ſuch oppofition ; and as certaine it is 
That none of us Geatiles Come · in to This feaf neither, ti re- 
ceive Chrift there, till we fee need of Him , and that He hath no 
need of us; for we are in our o.vne eye being Convinced chere- 
Luke 21, Of by the Word and Spirit, poore, maimed, halt and biird, or if 
Revel. 3. 17. you pleale, wretc hd, miſtrable and maked , being Convinced that 
fuch we are, In we come then, and not till then, before thus Con- 
vinced. Thus we ſtand out centradicting and Blaſpheming, and 
dealing as deſpitefully wich the Lords Meſſengeis now as once 
chey did: But you finde it not to be fo with the Gueſts you in- 
vite to the Lords Table who refufech to Come ? or who deales 
deſpitefulſy wich you, inviting them to Come? we can name 
hundreds of thoſe, we thinke, thouſands, who deale deſpitefully 
with the Lords Meflengers, that will not ſuffer chem to Come to 
the Lords Table , while they Contradict and blaſpheme Chrift 
offered them in the Goſpell. And ſo having cleared our way, 
the ſenſe and {cope of this Parable, we argue from it againft this 
fret admiſſion to the Lords Table. aA 
That they who ture their hackes upon Chrift offered to 
them in the Miniftery of the Goſpell muſt not be admitted to 
“ Communion at the Lords Table. We take this to be fo cleare 
to ever one that hath not put out his owne eyes, not is blinded 
with fighe, char do argue it further were to hold helo 
the Sunne. Vet this more we will lon gs Sg tread His molt 
precious blood underfoote tendered unto in the Gofpell, 
will deale with Him as ſwine like offered, unto them at His T. 
ble; not pollible they fhould reject Nm at one place and receive 
Him at another, They goe from the pla¢e of heating full of them- 
felves, they goeas full to the place of receiving ,, Theo it nue 
Prov.27, needs follow, that they dasththe honey-Comb, they trample, it un- 
der. foote, asin the one place ſo in th other, 
well OF 


"You will fay, how doe we know char to ho} 

all men they come to the place of hearing. rub 
We anfwer you to that in anothers words, to one that faid he 


too: Yea but we heare, fo 


| 
| 
| 
| 


d 
it, knowing it co Alas, — 
know they were in the hearing p 


refuled to hearken, 
hy reed 


Trvely Sic, his is bot our 
ama 
ſhould 755 — 


174 not ſhutt the eare audirnot, but they did ſMutt 


the h heart againſt Obedieuer; heating in Scripture account is o 
ing, is beleiving if we Obey not what we heare, we are not ſuid to 


heate, as you know it is clearely made out to us from fobm F. 37. 
9.8.47. by our Lords owne teſtimony; And cruely,Sir,you mull. 


pout, whet they eXamine your ac 

ore you par them to the Lords 

onely this 
free admiſſion 
are the Greateſt nam- 


thei 
? But we may Cove more 
we have cleared inthe 1) place this your 
to the Lords Table, That 
ber) muſt not have a re 
yea rejected Him i int 
thole tremenda myftersa prophaned ? 


that hayerne 


under-foote i in the 


the, Congregation. 5 


niſtery of the Go(pell: for, hy ſhould 
why ſhould choſe be 
be dealt with ihe el {winifh men ꝰ worſe than if trampled 


7 


yd 


I br. that He will be a God and a Father unto 


“Us, very grasious for His Son's fake. And that we may argue it 


more Cleately , we fhoul 


mercy in this C with 4. It is chat, 


have laid (to ule 


beginning orld day: There is 


d give our minds to Confider, That there 


7 
which the Saints 
Prefen words, whereby he yet 
1 Bethe foundation of alf their Comforts : It hach been 
fr ee. which the Saints have been built from the 
ground we have: 
poomile 


fay 2 to 
of God be remade pt us; that we ſhall have the price 


se oft Calling’ of God in Ieſus Chriſt, and thoſe Glorious 
we fay there is 


Tach. 7 11. 12 


i 
™ 
| 
4 
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at, 28. 


peo ple what kh 


“That all are able, diligenr'a 


(4009 
do ground at all but on this Covenant., Al that out Minifters 
reach us from day today are bur Concluſtons of this Covenant, 
they are built upon this, God hath made a ‘Covenant „with us in 
Chrib, and we are in Covenant with Him. He is cur God in 

Chritt, and we His people through Him, and have acceffe to Him 
by one Spirit. Now hence we argue, THEY THAT. ARE 
who y ignorant of all this, and will be fo, turning their Faches up- 
on the meanes of Goes appoirtment, whereby to make Knowne 
this Covenant to the Cinidren of Men, and fay i in their heart 
(the largua ge whereof the Scripture ſpeabeik ) Webave made 
a Covenant — Hell , and with death art we at an agreement 


theft ‘manner: of fons thus fottifh and brutith as we have 


Heatd; have frothing to doe with the Seales thereof. But thus 
ſottiſn ar d brutifhly *igtherant are they, for whome r other plea 
cen be made for — miſſion to the Lords Table, but thet they 
were borne in Exg land, and Baptized there; This therefore is 
our faith, as to this point of admiſſi ons That’ it is the duty of c- 
very faithful Miniter of Cbrift well apd to examine 
OF this Coverant At 
ee s they have after it, ard to make out their intereſt 
to it in the 2 vſe of the meanes appointed by God for 
that Glorious ei d before they Gives admiſſion to the Lords Ta- 
ble, or Bring then Children to Baptifme, In our Earthly mat- 
ters, as Conveyances of and, hdufe’, and the like, we know how 
bootlefie i it were for Us to have nothing to flew for pur rights 
arid jult title to them) bata Seale without a writing, or a Ce- 
nant without a Seale + And whereas it is ad, we open the Cove- 
nant to the people, and ſ we difcharge pur duty, and leave them 
rowxamine chemfelvegac that poitic, for ſo they are Cortimanded ;, 
Bue let a manic. every ‘wun cxamint’ fa let Him cate. 
This preſuppoſeth cat. which is thon fulſe, sith 
will to examine themfelves, 
and ſd updn that fappofition to be admitted to the Lords Ta- 
ble. We will deferre this place, where we find 
this very Scripture aſſured at i are 
more tobe adinitted to the Lords Table: Tchad 
madtion? SO weleave this , fully 1 
ignoratr what the Covenant | is, OF what it mean- 


eth, 


| 

| — 
| 
| 

be * 
j ad 


(ead) 
eth, are dot to have admiffion to receive the fignes and feales 
chereof , or as our little Catechiſme hath it, They that have no 
inward Grace, cannot tell what to make of the outward ſigne. 


c r. 111. 


Hey are not to be admitted to the Lords Table, who can- 
not poſſibly receive any thing chere but bare Elements 
bread and wine, they cannot receive preſit by it, not having faitb 
co mingde with it; faith is a neceſſary ingredient in every Service 
we doe performe to God, or to our owne Soules; The word ſpo- 
ken to us profits not unleſſe we mingle it with faith. The word uch 4. *. 
ſpoken out from us, The word of. prayer prevailes not without 
faith, It is lite a Gun difcharged without a Bullet, which makes a 
noiſe, and dott: no execution. So in receiving at the Lords Table, 
if we doe not put out the hand of faith, we receive no more there 
than at our Owne Table; faith is to the foule, what the eye, 
mouth, hands, feete are to the body; No Spirituall good co 
into our ſoules till Faith by the Word and Spirit comes in and 
fetcheth it in; And no good can come forth, till faith putts it 
forth, be it word or If faith be not wrought in us, the Spi- 
ait and Word hath had no work upon us, for that is the firſt grace 
in the order of time, and to our apprehenſion faith comes in firſt, 
and drawes all other graces aſter it, it enliveneth and quickneth 
the foule, it 4g the Spring of ſpirituall life in us; it is the firft grace 
of all zit is fer downe in ſteadi of all, and indeed ſo it is. If we have 
faith, if we can beleemotbing is impoffible to us to doe or to 
luffer, when God calls us theteunto; It was a Sad time with the 
T befjalonians and Pau was ſadded at it, and faine would he know: 
box the cafe ſtood with them, {pecially how it fared with their el 
faith, whey I could so longer forbeare „I [ent to know yon? fash, Thef? 75 | 
and when good tideings were brought us of your faith, Wwe were 
exceedingly com for I know full well fo Jong as you ftand 11 
faſt in the faith, ve fall ſtand like Mount Zion in the world, an . 
ererlaſting foundation mauger all the powers and policies of Hell- 
Gates wide open againſt you. To open this a little and to pro- 
ceed in it. Becauſe indeed it is the very hinge upon which all ſhall 
arne, When the holy Spirit comes in to the foule , jaar oo 
| | F 2 


| 
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chither by the word (the Spirie the Hand of God and Chi. 
His Vicar or Agent here on Earth, does nothing in an ordinary 
way without the word, The word can doe nothing without the 
Spirit. it br ingeth all at once along with Him, All Spirituall thing: 
needfull to Salvation; And that the ſoule may take faſt hold on 
them, and appropriate them to Himſelſe, ſaying, all theſe are mine. 
The Spirit with the Word ( for He will not worke alone as the 
word cannot) workes faith there, and faith workes up the foule 


to Chgift; for it is the Spirits working.) Its chiefe and maine c- 


ject 
all that is deſireable ſuitable, ſatisfacto 


Faub the 
Mother Grace, 


wbere that isin 


Truth, there is 
true know edge, 
unfargred love, 
and Ce Ree 


Com tmnicant. 


John 20. 


ect. And now drawes or ſuckes from that Breaſt of Conſolation 
and moſt pleaſant to her. 
But this is the thing. Faith lookes firſt to Chriſt, the perfon of 
Chrift, the founsaine, the Spring- head, the Treafurie, the mine of 
Gold. Faith lookes to the perfon of Chrift firft it kniets the foule 
to Him, then it lookes to all the good things we have by Him, 
a world of good things in Him, a world of things from 
im, All that tends to Grace and Glory : Vet it is the perfon of 
rift, that the foule of a Chriftian principally lookes to. The 
whole word of God, all the divine truchs therein revealed are the 
object of faith to dred, order and fway our lives; But yet theſe 
ave ut the object of foith, when we ldoke for peace, for Confo- 
atio, for forgivenelie of fines, and reconciliation with God, 
Then faith lookes to Chrift fixedly; wholely; ſolelß. 
Thefe things premiſed we returne to our Argument. 
Firſt, They chat have not received faith ( the Gaift of God 
ſent unto us by the hand of the Spirit wich eee. per- 
forme nothing pleaſing co God, nor dan chey receive any ching 
from God, but a Cup of wrath ; if chey foes faithletf 
unbeleiving, They have not received Faith, no not by all thoſe 
meanes appointed by God as Conduit-pipes toconvey faith and 
every Orace unto them ce tr not received faith, true fa 
ving Chriftt, 
a 


, gover 
Prieft to fave and ( afalfe and he is ina 
they may Receive by a falfe faith ) they muft have a true fai 
before they can receive a true Chrift, with ali the benefits of His 
blood-fhed for thema true faith leades them unto this ſtorehouie 
er Treafury; brings them upw this for fia ant 
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ancleanneffe , layes the ſoule in that 7ordan,cleanfeth and wafheth 


it there, bids it waſh and be cleane, bids it drinke and be drunken Cant. 8. 1 
wich wine , whereof is. no excelle, i... be abowndantly farisfyed. Eph. 5. 19. 


But without faith none of this can be, It being the very bucket, . 
the mouth of the ſoule. So that a man comeing without faith to 
the Lords Table, is like a veſſell caſt into an Ocean of waters, 
that hath no mouth to let any-in : So then without faith, without 
Chrift, and then Aliens to the Common-wealth of, Iſracli, and 
Strangers from the Covenant of promife, having no hope ( well fer 
and fetling ) and without God in the world. Now are theſe to be 
admitted ro the Lords Table,perfons without faith,and then with- 
out any faving grace, for faith is firſt in order of nature? Anſwer 
this to God, fee if He will accept of your replie, which we may 
heare anon. Wee proceed, 

Secondly, They that have no faith are not to be admitted to 
the Lords Table, not onely becauſe they receive nothing there, 
but becaufe they fearefully prophane the Holy things there; 
They have no knowledge of thofe things, none at all; and none 


they looke after,their ſuule is mot good, it flarke naught,asdarke prov. 19. > 


as a Dungeon, for what ſhould enlighten it; as noyſome and 


joathforme as an open Sepulchre, ora veflell wherein is no pleas Proy. 


ſure, for what ſhould difcover this their filthivefle to them, that 


they may appeare ſuch in their oe eyes ? shat die not beleive, Kom 15. 31. 


wicked men, that is the Apofties Character of them; and he 


are difobedient, rebellious, sasperfwadab/: ones, nnréafonable and 
makes cleare proofe ofit in theſe words they haue no faith. Are : Thef. 3. 2, 


they at the Lords Table? they are ent of, place {ure 3 asa {wine is Gee. 


when he és in the Parlour ; alſund men, ſo Erafmus Engliſheth it, 
though Bezs liketh it not: Qod mihi quidem abſurdum vide- 
tar, Bot out Learned Reinplds liketh: it well. The Apoſtle faith 
he calieth men without Faith! Abſurd men, becauſe it is an unrea- 
fonable nd ſottiſn thing fora workman to be without his chei- 

feft Inſtrumert; and that is univerſally requiſite to every one of 
dis or e à husband man without a plow, or a builder without 
a rule, preacher without a Bible, or a Chriſtian without faith, 
are things equally abſurd and unreafonable. What reaſon have 
we to plead for thofe unreaſonable men to be admitted to the 


Lords Table, more than we have for the adminung/ Of 
| | our 
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our Parlour ? uncleane ones will make all things hke themfelvcs, 
as uncleane too, to themfelves we Meane. 


Thirdly , Perfons that have no faith are not to be admitted to 
the Lords Table, becauſe they cannot ſbe the Lords death there. 
It is a grave and a weighty word that we Englfh cw, and we 
would rather feave it to you to unfold to your people, li chanay 
require one homes worke But in a word, a worthy receiver, chat 
brings faith with him, he doth with all thankefgivir g aud praiſe 
foew forth the excellercies of Chrift, and the Glorious benefits 
of His Bloodfhed upon the Croffe the Bounties ot His Goodneſſe, 
and Beauties of His Holineſſe, making an eſtentation of them um 
tothe world, preachirg to every ore as he can; ‘This this is it 
wherein every true Chriſtian is to glory, and he orders his life ac- 
cordingly ; Ihe import of that word as we ſuppoſe. Now they 
that Come to the Lords Table, and have no fasth, are no more 
able to fhew the Lords death there, than a man of Clouts ſtuffed 
with Straw is able to gaire the victory in the day of warre. 

Fourthly, And to run over thefe Grave matters, he that 
comes thither ard brings no faith with him, muft needs receive 
xmworthily, that is, other iſe than is meete fuch myfteries fhould 
be received. Ard therefore fhall be held as gulty t efore God as 
Pudas was, who betrayed the body of our Saviour, or as the ewes 
were, who fo villanoufly at uſed Ham, Binding His hands, {pitting 
in His ſacred face. and crowning Him with thornes, and as the 
Souldiers were, who pei:ced His fides, ard ſpilt His-blood, He 
foall be guilty of the bedy and bod of the 

Fiſthly, Free admiffion is not to be given: thofe , o cannot 
examine themfelves about their faith, that is, ſearch, digg, goe 
downe into the fouldings of their foules, to enquire. what chert 
eſtate is; u hat it is to be out of Chriſt, or what itis to be in Him 
they cannot examine themfelves about theſe matters, no mort 
than Children can for they are Children in underftanding , 20 
more than can; for theſe are mad their Idol, ropro : 
bates, diſallowed of God, in a ſtate of reprobation. We will com 
mend you to B Annotations, or rather thoſe to you, which 


8 to have been large upon, being fo ful] co our fur- 


cau 


Sigthly, Why thould faithleffe men, worfe than Inidells, be 
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cauſe borte and bred in England, a land of vifions, be faffered to 

come to the Lords Fable? They cannot ds/cerne the Lords Body; 
they can put no difference between that bread, which repreſents 
the body of Chrift Crucified;.and Common bread at their oe 
Tables, nor between the wine there Sealeing to a worthy recei- 
ver. a full diſcharge from all his fins-in the blood of jeſus Chriſt: 
No difference can be make! betwixt this wine and common wine: 
And now being ſuffered to come to the Lords Table, he there 
drinks downe a Cup of damnation in ſtead of ſalvation; a cup of 
curſing in ſtead of a cup of bleſſing; and feales the Stone upon 
bis graves mouth, where he lies rotting in ſinne, as dead bedyes 
intheir graves, He cateth and drinketh damnaticn to hi iſelfe, wot ol 
difcerning the Lords body. | 
.  Asyowhave received mercy and now would thew meny 
unto everlafting foules, admit not theſe faitlileſſe, theſe unreaſo- 
ble and wicked ones, that cannot ſhew forth the Lords death, 
cannot examine themſelves, have no diſcernining of the Lords bo- 
dy, admit them not to the Lords Table. They have no faith, 
then they muſt be full of themſelves, as a veſſell being full, and 


running over, they cannot Eate and drinke there any other thing tld 


but damnation to themſelves. This Scripture alio Mr H.: the pa- 

tron of fornicators and prophane per ſons, as was Eſau, fearefully 

abuſeth, plucking out as he can, the fing of it, fo as the moſt 

bruitelike perfon may come to the Lords Tabie, and not be ſtung 

by it; oh prophane man and paſt fhame! he and his booke ſſink- 

eth in the noftrills of the Lord and of lus people, as the worft en- 

crements of the Dragon doth. : 

2. And now Sir, we will ſpare you. the labour, if pleaſe you, 

in Making a reply co this; and ours in making Anſwer thereunto. 

This we heare is ordinarily ſaid: They were borne and Baptized in 

+Church, and therefore beleivers : we like not to make an Anſwer 

to ſuch a ſoppery : why-! but they fay they beleive the fame with 

the former, they ſay it with their congues, what fay they with ther 

hands; fuch are their words, what are their workes 2 They may 

fay fo and Bla/pheme in ſo ſaying, as was hinted more than once. Rev. 2. 5. 

I pray you obſerve it, and let this mocke· fuith gue, untefle you 

will whip it like a vagrant,and ſendat backe ta the Devill whence» 

i came; We have been fpeaking of that faith, which gives reall 
| union, 
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man, and communion with Jeſus Chriſt, and of neceſſity bring 
forth good workes, as a good tree; good fruit, he — 
roote, or rather the roote bim, be is planted in Him, he 
upon Him; Come; when all is ſaid this muſt ſtand, Let a 
be man beleive truely, and truth of beliefe will bring forth truth of 
holineffe , A true faith, a true hope; true love, true obedi 
all in Truth; when faith is in Truth, that is, truely fer, anal 
upon its chiefe and proper object Chriſt Jefus the Lord. O how 
doth man boaſt himfelfe to be ſome body, when he is nothing, 
nay worſe than nothing, but knowes it not: A Beleiver, when he 
worſe than an Infidell ; And how ſecure doth he lye, ( he is ma. 
n) under the fhadow ofa falſe faith, more ſecure (ſuch is his pre- 
ſumption, he is very Confident ) than a true beleiver, ſuch is his 
infirmity, lyes under the fhadow of a true faith. You may heare 
thefe ſpeake like Saints, and fee them, if you narrowly marke 


them, live like Devills; fo that if their words doe not bewray 


them, their workes quickly will; outſide Chriftians, infide Hea- 
chens; O itis good, and but your duty, Sir, to obſerve men and 
fearch them narrowly, before you admit them to the Lords Ta- 
1 Thef. 3. 2. ble, for a men have not faith, no not they, many of them, that 
make a profeſſion, and a thew of it; You may meete with not a 
few fottith, and brutifhly : and then not fo meete to fit 
at the Lords Table, as a fwine properly fo called is to fit at yours: 
You may meete with fome alſo, that have a pearle (of know- 
ledge )in their heads, & their hearts as full of poyfon, and dead - 
ly hatred againſt the Gofpell of the Kingdome , and true heires 
of in Chrift, true Goſpellers, as the moft venomous 
are. Preteftancs in doctrine, Reenfanesin lives, having a tongue 
forthe Truth, and a life againſt it; faire rent 
but within as noyfome as a dunghill, or an open Sepulchre, — 
which yet favoureth with them as a Garden of Spices 5 
Roſes; ſomething reſembling an Heaven in ſnew, when they have 
an Hell with-in, the heart. we meane ; fo you may ſay, have the 
excellent of the Earth tooʒ but to them it is an Hell as their dung - 
dil ſmells like a dunghill; but to thoſe their hell is their heaven 
aforeſaid, a moſt cer- 
caine Character of a polluted Mrettn. 


We 


Me. 


| 


wecenfure no man, we 
2 we dwell at home; and our ſelves mutt we 
due ſearch thus you le finde it to be, even as we liave fait, 
weemay put dome 
man he can no more walze in darkneſſe (of 
there is a darkneſſe of Spititofforrowwheree 
booke 
than he can doe; that could 
the Sun in his hund ʒ and be may as well carry fire in hs bo- a My 
and not feele it burne, as carry true Grace in his heart. 

not cleanſe his liſe; But Counterſeits in Grace, and con- 5 
and hold fins the leaft ſin 


but when it wouldiooke 
= Beleive it you doe, a beleivercan no more be without 


(fe, chan can 9. godly man be without godlineſſe, ot a Le 


* Cold. Weshalleraveleave to ſpeakę further to you about 

up chis Treatiſe“ We now in our arguei 
* * ) the Lords Supper. In the fburth place. 

ib shepradeof Chi, 


aints, when an A pe comes to be a man, and Copper be- 72 x 17 


ian without Chrift or than can the Sunne be darke, or the * 
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Church is wide enough, and rich for 


as your fathers did fo doe yee: 
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the dtady of the Dragon excrement ) le 
Come that will Come to 

Good, Sir, Give us little, while we take theſe 
things into our thou io chere not a Cauſe we ſhould ſo doe 
éafonable Creature, we calla man, ſebol 
lar, and a Miniſter too, as he calls Mimſelſe and would be 
ſpeake thus unreafonably, he was as much wanting of Renn 
as he is of Grace unreaſonably ſaid wee? Is it not too ſlight 3 
word, doth not he ſpeake blaſphemyꝰ doth he not blaſpheme the 
Rieſſed ptactiſe of our Lord and Saviour; which He hath ſet aa 
— for al His people to practiſe aſter ? And they all drank 
Fir. So may ye alf yeidrinkaras and all yeowncleane per. 
‘fens and you, all you than Infidels and all, de/pifers 
and) ee all chat never thought other Cove- 
nant, but that yéhave made and bel, And 
ye al, that have b,thoughit have no more fife, thana poli 


ed Stone, hewen timber! ‘or a doore-naile, no matter how deadit. 


be, "tis faith, that willferve tlie turne to entitſe them to theſe 
0 things, drink? yt all of this, as we read thaſe Diſciples did 

But Sir, is hort this Blaſphem Wes 
— well of the 
of the world, for whome that ſacred per. 
fon hever opried “His mouth and prayed . Come in hither ye 
knowne enemies of the Croffe of Chrift, ye 5 ye that 


ſelves the Son God afreſb, and put Him 7 doe by their 
adhominable Converfition ) to an open 4 
ye ahd ye all, who have trodden uader-fi 


as ther can, The Son of God, and have coumted the bh of Co 


venant, ( wherewith they themſelves fanctified )an — 
holy thing ʒ and have done ſitle leſſe that defpight to the Spirit of 
ir ye drinke of this: And to make a round number, and 


full, and ſo to fill the Fable that as there is no want of roome, 


chere thay be n want of Gueſts, Come pe alf ye ener beu 
aud in heart, and refift the’ Holy 
ye fee what 
Al ye — 
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_ Ohi Jefus our Lord is both the principle and 
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Sing wehave proceeded hitherto. with fome wich 
feech you Confider, That by the allowance of their Lord 
ond Matter, they His Diftiplerall of it. The Lord Him/elfe 
the Cup into their hand, but theſe all afore-mentioned 
dunke and doe dtinke of ic by Man's Allowance. 
Dune ye ail of this, {aid Chriſt Jefus the Lord, and what He bad 
— 2 and they all dranke of its: Drinke ye all of 
cis, ſaich This- man, without any the ſeaſt warrant from God, 
and how readily is he obeyed ꝰ what he bad them doe: hey did 
and they all dranke of it; Though he that bad them, * 

dd as they were bad, have déne and fil doe as Croſſe and Con- 
tary Co | mind of Chrift, as rie Himſelſe is to Beliall, or to 
Anti-chrift, whith is to be argued inche-fift place, fo ſoone as we 
Have put downe this for a conclufion, That God hath not onely 
given us His Word for a rule of Righteouſneſſe to 
malke- by, but Himſelſe, and His Son, the Hi patterne, the 
primative or Originall:prorerype, the cleareſt Copy without blot, 
_ the-faireft example of Holineſſe. Whence we concludey That 
parrerne of Hali- 
wife, The principle within His people; the patter ne of Holineſſe, 
uo be before chem. Therefore will all His ſervants who in 
defire and endeavour approve themſelves Faithfull, doe as He did, 
in his ſteps. He that ſaich, He abideth in Him, 


Chriſt, ſo it is as it muſt nerds be, contrary to the 
as we conceive, to argue diſtinctiy 
and of Chriſt though Hi prac: 
mind, 4s Hir mind His pract iſe; But yet we fhail 
rom ie, and we thall de breite in it cleane 
Becauſe it is 
— and well agreeing, and full- up minde of the 
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doe ftand as Croſſe and Contrary each to other, as doe heaven 
and heil, the greateſt oppoſi tes, or remoteſt extreames; What is 
ihe mind of Chriſt, cannot be che mind of the world, and what is 
che mind of the world cannot be the mind of Chrift, but moſt 
Contrary chereunto ; And to make full proofe of it, let à Mini- 
lier that hath the mind of Chriſt, as every Godly. perfon hath, 
and then i veth- up to it, as it is reveaſed to Him in His Word, 
and acteth thereaſter in giving out, or with- holding thofe ſacred 
ſignes and ſeales of His body Crucified; and His blood powred 
forth, he ſhall finde, that he rormenterbrhe dwellers an the Earth. 
the Common people commonly galled the (Church there, who 
have no other plea for their Church ſn p. but that they were orce 
wraſned. The mind of Chriſt no other than the Spirit of ( uri 
in His word, is unto ſenſuall me, not having the Spirit, s the 
morning is to the evill doer, even as the thadow of death. But 
let a man doe Contrary to the minde of Chriſt, and ꝑive out to 
cheſe ignorant Boutifh ones, and will be ſuch. the. fore - mentio- 
ned ter to their Babes, bread and ine to themſelves, and he 
gratiſies them in the higheſt Gratification he gives chem 
their hearts defire, and nou from that day forward, they will put 
high accourt upon themſelves, they vill not thinłe of them- 
ſelves below the thoughts their Miniſter rates them at, they iu 
account themſelyes, lith he hath accounted them fuch firk, Be: 
leiwers ; Diftiples, and S unt. Lou remember who he was, that, 
hen he would doe à man a mifcheifeyhe would Give him a ſute 
of apparrell, as rich as ſilver and gold could make it, and now the 
man (a proud creature, and the worfe be is the better he thinkes 
of NHimſelfe ),values himſelfe, his infide we meane, according to 
de Rare ofs outſide, apd ſo as the Beals you read of, ingestes 
wert axtmis ʒ he was proud: by nature more proud by 
now that he is put into ſuch a dreſſa Fhe application is plane, 
Take heed Sir, of dreſſing ap the people at the Lords ‘Table; 
(though they del. ght as much to be dteſſed, as ever a childe in 
yeares did in ne and fine Clothes bin a gains drtſſe, becuuſe he 


was borne and Baptized in whereas; they cannot maks 
t out they ever heard a word from Chriſti· yet that onely is r 
wailing.te make Sinti. being Beleived. Von under: 
Hand the purpofe ofthis, and . 
S2. | 2. 
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ware to the mind of Chriſt; ſor can that have any agreement 
— mindeof Chriſt, which bach ſo full an agreememt, witb 
she mindé enemies and adverfariesall over the Nation? s 
We proceed. Err 


ll are not to be admitted to the Lord; Table, becauſe all 


| are not viſible Saints: But none but viſible Saints were g 
de admitted co Communion at the Lords Table, as you fo wal 
know, that know fo well the Church Stories, And thofe primitive 
practiſes : And truely we are loth to minde you in thoſe chings we sccedant nie 
you are or ſnould be able to inftruct us, however your practiſe be fi exeninai, 
But this is che ching we Cannot reach- CO, that vou un- Calv. Ep. 256. | 
derſtand theſe things {0 well, and your practiſe be nor fo well, be- T iur. 
uU enrrit cum praxi. c> praxis cam intel. 
Therefore we doubt there is ſome failing ander fefusm offender 

flanding, becaufe you have not given up to.God, If fo you 

fhould know they were trained, wp dod Carechifed firft and yet 

they ſtaid a while before they could make proofe, 

that they were taught, and ſo chey had gained ſome Competent gg 

knowledge of thoſe things they were there ta 10 
nich their repentunce tomard God, and their faith tomard theLord 


brit. And yon gan tell us moreover, for we are in Com- 
— with you but Children and theſe things, 
That huge perſona ges, Emperours and the like have thruſt as 
Table as did the King, to burne 2 Chron, 26. 
the 


lntenſe before ed. or as men and women of the world or 
Chorch-chere, Children of Difobed.ence, doe now adayes; but 


have-been withitood, as he was,and as cheſe mould be, we thinke, 
by the Miniſters ofthe Lord, and thruſt away with the breath of 
Hechoſe words ſpoken to tt wor to yon, Sir, 
9 how great ver are at your anne Table, to thrufh.into thi, 
before you bavr given ſatisfactin to the Charchaf Chrift,for your — 
doping s Him. they turuſt him and tbem 
nomigal Belgsvers, Difciples, and Saints, members of the world 
she Church there, whofe Chriſtun Name doch addrne 
** 
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promifeud Jerrelf in his ſnout. But ir wus once, vifible 
—.—t . Saints were to be admitted. (and ſurely if there bea Communion 
canibma bc. OF Saitits on Earth ) chere they thould be feene ut the Lords Ta, 
Calv: Ep: 98, ble, and why now vifible Devills? W.. 


1 cbe place, we would miad you of what the Lord Godof 
hofts faith to them. that Wilf cbmend with Him, Remember the 
Battle, doe no more, Vf you will contend for this free 

you contend with God, to whome you muſt anfwer this with o 

cher matters. He faith and fo fay His Faithfull Servants with Him, 

Fe nox proftiture thee [ached things to —— But 

what ſhall we more fay, ‘tithe would file bs, to ‘cell 

Joftome had rather fuffet, Set che ſpifling of ls on heart bided, 

rather than give out the Seaſe bf the ſame to non Diſciples ro 
phaners of it, how high and gteat ſoever. We purpofely paſſe 

See Marlon yer 


1 


Marlovate, Ambroft, 
Revel. 1. 1,2. gag thofe Ore-mention about free admiſſion to Bapciſme, 


What ebeſe faid and did, as to thee Mutters very much to our 
arpotc ; We will onely heare what Zawchi ſpeakes to this, and 
aſter him, becauſe it is urged very much, T ht dee your 
ere * duty when you bid your people beware’, No faith E anchi, yee doe not 
“Your dity, you the belt parc of it you pereake 
“ of their finnes, faffering Gnworchy ones to pertalee at the Lords 
Table, vee draw upon your ſelves 
A an all aner When you nde len 
tering chem with your eye; you yiolateCharicy und are guiltie 

“ of imiquitſe, your owus and theifh, vom Soffer men to 

tdemfelves with a Sacrament when you tight 

yes yee are guilty of their damnation, as we are of chat 

death, whome we ſuffer with his fword to ftabb himſelſu of 
“ whole hands we could have kept that Inſtrument of death ; ſo 
arte che, And give us leave to adde ; word more thereunt 
becdufe we know it is the Minifters common we warne 


| 

| 

1 

7 gainit anworthy cecetxers; This will not doe; you admit 

| / under the notion of Saints, why fhould he theme 


| 


You may chtedten bell to them but they wil take 
ven, and thinke they have good tight foto doe, while you bid 

em take and eate, take and drinke~~you Know lat followes, 
never fwallowed wine fo ſweetly at the Taverne,as they doe 
now damnation at the Lords Table; But they thinke’ fot ſd, be- 
dau. you have brought them into ſuch à fodles Paradiſe, hy ma- 
fing them beleive they are what they are not, no more than an 
Ape is a man; Belesvers, Dsftiples in name onely are Saints in- 
deed. O Sir, what ever others doe, he you aware here; what you 
fuffer the people to doe: give thea {Cope here, we mean full liber- 
ty, or free admiſſion, fike “a rope long endugh to a Wickéd man, 
and you may tell your felfe What he would doe, by what you 
have ſeene him doe fo often; Y ou know no creatures almoft, bu 


man, loves that, which will be its owne bane, indeed we have 
heard fay that fheepe catch at that graſſe moft greedily, which 
fooneft rotts them; we are fure it may be faid of us men, wat the 
Greeke Father faid of ſome in his time; Give ws that which is 
ferte, though it choake us, wine at the Lords Table; Why? be- 
caufe of the fweet words which follow’; but how miſtaken! one- 
wretched man feekes a, blefiing in a direct way to aCurfe ; 
ppineſle, in the way to milery ; life in the way to death; hea- 
ben in the way to hell. If you conſider all this, you will dos mort 
than give your people pom gs the next Communion day. 
vou will tell them and aſſure them, ‘you have Scripture watrant 
for fo doing; That they muſt fhew more for their Admiſſion to 
the Lords Table, chan this, That they were borne and Baptized in 


7 2 droven from the Lords Table, as we drive {wine from ours, 


wich them; And to preſſe you and yout brethren of the fame per- 
ſwaſion with you.unto this, we will remember you of Calvin's 
words; That a Miaifter, who admitteth unworthy perſons to 
icate at the Lords Table, x alxoget her as guiſtie of Sacri- 
lege. as if he fhould proſtitute to dogges the Bieflcd Body of che 
Lord Sacramentafly in the . 
And to prevent this horrid ufage, and Cont done to that 
N bleſſed thing, he thus preſcribes and expects it to be done £e 
no perſon de admitted ca the Lords Table, till hie hath profefie 


his 


4 


4 burch, or elſe they ſhall be dealt with as doggs and ſwine, 
. you cannot doe them a greater reall favour, than ſo to deale 


Read Nr. Cat. | 
5. 14. 
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cap. i a. ſell J. 
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| 

Calu- lib, 4. 
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his faith. and pat it, not off co the day. before the Supper be ad. 
to the man's houle, if he An 
_* fooke over his family, let him give you an account what order 
che obſerveth in his. owne houſe, and at his owne Table, before 
ee Ree admitted to the Table of the Lord > and how: Peaceable 
and helpfull he is among his neighbours, and note well how 
“ well be ruleth his Children and Servants, whether he hath theft 
in ſubjectian with all gravity , observe alfo this with it, or elie 
qu obſerve nothing to purpoſe, whether there are not fome 
Aoathfall and wicked perſons in his houſe, who would rugne 
to the Lords Table, but are very flacke and more’ than llugges 
chen they fhould goe to the place of hearing: We fee now 
how truely it was ſpoken of him, he would chooſe an hundred 
deathes, rather than fuffer the prophanation of the Lords Sup. 
per. This is fo full to our purpofe, that we thinke fitt to make a 
fall point here ; and Come in che next place. 


- 


Cot ace 


— ä 
Re 
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e tell you Mr Baxter's judgement as to this point of 
admiſſion, Surely be. is point blanke sgainſt it, 
2 s farre from M Hs: judgement, as Mr H: is from the 


Truth, Thus faith M Baxter, Though] admit ma- 
m hundred to the Sacrament, yet I adminifter it to none that I 
now to be unbeleivers; nay, nor that ] judge not probably, or 
hopefully. beleivers, In another booke thus de faith ; for my 


‘ felfe I doeadminifter the Sacrament to none that doe not ſo-— 

 Jemnly profefle their aſſent to every fundameftall Article of 
faith expreflely mentioned to them, and theif Conſent; that 

„ Chrift thall their Lord and Saviour, and that they wil! faithſully 

_ “and fyncerely obey His Scripture Lawes. Can à man ſpeak more 

fully to che point againſt free admiflion? Truely he might be 

numbred among the men of the Congregationall way, but that 

it would not be for his honour. And yet. he may thanke bimſelfe 

that for be indeed hath numbred thoſe holy ones emongft . 

uncircumciſed ones, thofe fons and datghters of Belial; And 


— 


1 


1 
15 
1 
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| 


n old time deale wich the faithful witn e ſſer of Chriſt, bey put 
them into beafts skins; shat fovhedogees might hurry them to death, 
gut let that paſſe, which; we hope, he will not paſſe without Ro- 
pentance, not making 4 difference 
we with hewalkes with a right foote in it: though it is as tuch 


Mole-hill. and poſſible ſo others may finde it alſo. hum 


“me to be your Teqehery You promifed me under your hands: 
“that you would faithfaily and conſcientiouſly endeavour the re- 


“ceiving every truth & Obeying every command, which I fhould, 


* from the word of God, maniſeſt unto you; Ino Charge 

“ promife upon you; he goes on bending to his higheſt end iv 

luſtiag reſt. We bortow his wordt, doing him or them no wrong 
we hope bending to our ſcope : There is not a more apparent 

Truth, than that che Table of the Lord ſhould not be polluted) 


“nor a more apparent duty, that the Stewards in Gods houſe 


“fliould ſooł to it, that doggs & fwine be not admitted to Come 
“thither. The facred Scriprure 
“thinke, if a Child ſhonlc ſhew us Scriptures, and {peaketo us 
the word of God, we ſhould not dare to diſobey it. Weight 
on in his words; But we 


poſing a Covenant to their people. So it feemes Mr 
mention it not, asif the Minöſters of Chriſt have no better 
vuabrant, than his they take their warrant, as w hope 


nahe out their inteteſt in the Covemine of Gods 


by Jefas Chrift, énd now Covenant’ 
Jefus Chrift, and 


Wi 


as fellow: belpers of the truth 


stcording to the rule thereof, 


ef che Tame, and the Intereſt of Chriſt in their foules, and t 
the Nation; And they 
and will be ſo, doe, a5 is to be feared? ſticke as much at᷑ the Cove- 
unt of God to gd e up chemſelves in fult obedience to it and to 
Him who is the Aftdiaror of it. We have ſeene Ne Bs: manner 
with his people, and ſurely it is Commendable, and he hath — 


above us to reconcile him to himſelfe, as 4 Mountain is above a 


fpeaks clearely out to this And we 


paſſe them, taking this oneſy from. 
them to juſtifie the Miniſters in the @ongrega pro- 
did doc. 


be doch, from the Sériprures of God and example of alfthe God. 


with full oonſent of minde and heart to 


he ſpeakes wel! for the way, f 


what he ſaith in a third ; remember hen vo called R. 4. 52. 


Wat ſticke at this; and are ſtraugets to ity 


* 
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be 
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| 36 ) 
word for it; That Minifter and people, They, that owne him for 


their Miniſter, ſnould walke together in a Goſpell· way by a Go- 
Il rule, ful Lupin deſire, and endenyour, to That Covenart 
chojada made between him and all the people, that they ſbould be 
be Lordi people: O it is good to be the fame we profeſſe to be; 
the Lordsand to make cleare prooſe that we are His by our cit. 
] | cumſpect walking watching over each other in our way; rendting 
| an account.of our Way, when required ſo to doe, carcing 
otheri burthen, ſupplying each others wants, pertahing of each 
others gratces, doing all things as berometh a of 
Saints: alwayes doing or receiving good. O it is good to ſtand 
bound with theſe Cords, bonds and engagements of God upon 
our Spirits, we are the Lordi people , He hath taken us into Cove. 
nant with Himfelfe ; In defire and endeavour we will walke as be- 
' comech a people in Covenant with their God, and one with ano-— 
i ther. Cettainly nothing is done derentiy and in order, where this 
Covenant is vot, or, where it is, and is not flood unta, there is 2 
and every evil worke The way of the world ti ghef of 
ia 2 Nationaſt Church abere whoſe way is as broad as the Nation 


28. 


¢ 


ang puts them, that wallee in it Caf, none at al! therein 
their uncleanneſſes upon them, onely 


they Thay. watke with | 
‘they. put chemfelvesinto 4 Comely dreſſe againkthe next 
| Commumon day, as is becoming Beleiwers, Diſciplet, and Saints, 
who fay they are ſuch, and theit word muſt cbe taken: having n 
other teftimony OF ther gaodneſſe but from themſelves and o- 
thers like themſelves or ft om tbe miftaken Charity ofthe Godly, 
if be poflible for Chasity it ſelfe to be mifteken: in thoſe, whe 


when the reformation began in Luther time; Thot 
rather live ander government of the Turi than mere 40, 
on 


lave no otherplea for the C but chat, We 
| But the way of Cbri 
a way, it pincheth the 1 14 

a the orders therein preſcribed, His folloy 
fo holy and ſo beaven!y, as ſew, that hold'fora National) Ch 
will. aiſe to the obedience of tbem > which made fame prophane 
Men profeſſe ( chev Mere Nanendll Ghureh, fire enough 


C9 > 


1 be ordered aceordin — the word of God. We thoughe fitt to 
adde this, thereby to “oft e the Brethrén of the Congregational! 


in Goſpell fellowthip one withanorher, and in defire and 
keeping cloſe to the Covenant of their God, taking 


athe hint of it from Mt Br manner with his people. 
To the clofe of this Chapter we crave ſeave to 10064 very 
man's jealouſie, Godly we beleive it to be, as he himſelſe is; Re 
“thinke our brethremgoe beyond their warrant, while theytake 
# Saints of che firſt magnitude: dnely into fellouſhip ; God hath 
en people of all fizesp there js the fame, — but not the 
1 fame degree of true holineſſe in all Beleivers, F 

We make bold to tell our perſwaſion, as to this godly’ ictlou- 

* matter ( which may paſſe as farre as bis heare-fay, 
he grounds, we thinke, what he\{aieh, which we, in 
favour of his pietie and g doe calitHis: jealonfie) and 
low it to be godly) That the Brechrem of the 
way, who walke with a right foote therein, are, as — 1 
dren ought to be, fallameri ef theirdeare Lord in this perticular, 
fo farre from reſuling theiweake in faith. às that they doe invite 

fachw The leaſt hreathingufter Chtiſt, the enjoy 

ing of Him, how deſireable a ſight is it ꝰ how acceptable Wich 
them ? how encouraged: promoted, countenanced by them ? 
ho pleafing and welcome to reed was, 
and the {moaking flax to their Lord and Mafter. “Not the weake 
but the dead, To uſe that good man’s. wairds not Children 
Baftards ; not comers towards Chriſt, n in the | 
doe thefe Brethren purpo | 
ef graciouſneſſe, they g 
fale the meaneft, as to the world, or in Grace g f 


the pureſt, and take che weakeſt. Yr by >. 


* 
* 
* 
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fhovld now place, fet 
») & WAZA! Charge of the Lord to all choſe that have the 
: ai Charge of the Sanctuary, of thofe holy things 
chere, that they make a ſeparation betwixt the pre. 
vious and the vile. But this is fo legible every where 
along the Scripeure, that we might fave our felves and you the 
trouble; And indeed this ſecond part of our worke exceeding its 
proportion, we will deferre what we fhould ha ve ſaid here to the 
Lait Treatiſe. And fo we come to that we promifed, therewith to 
clofe the reſult of this ſecond debate, as we did the former, and 
ſo to cloſe up chis part. We have made bold to give you a word 
of exhortation once already, we are bold againe to give you ano- 
ther word, and to proceed in it, we Know the manner of an hum- 
ble perſon, he takes that pearde thankfully as given him from God, 
thaugh brought unto bim, as the good Prophets meate was, by a 
Rawens A reprooſe to hum is welcume for what he hath done a- 
miſſe, uch more an exhortation. that he may not ſo doe, being 
taken from the mouth of as v fhatl finde, we hope, this 
to be; Withall zue ane every dus phy. a Contribaeinn to- 
wards the of fonlies, and well-fareofThat Body, whereof 
tbe Lord Cheifts the nd and the Sento, 
nd other way but thus. 
0 Sir, we can.clearely fpeake this unto you, Gat 

his profperity ; that you may profper as your fine pope 
They yo, with your people, they with you may walke in the 
Truth by Goſpeſbrule; we doe Gonſider with You , That you, 
_ being a Miniſter of note, and we hope a fa , The ſame 
1 OF you, as you reade was faid of a Godly Noble- 
Man, Youare norma publica, a publique Standard unto your peo- 
ple, who indeed, for the moft part, are very Apes, taken by imi- 
tation by what they heare you fay or fee doe, E 
nem [cd ad fimilitudinem vi vimus, was the old Complaint; we 
take words upon truſt, our Miniſter faith it, 12 there is an end: 
Bhole difcreete and generous Bereans did not fo, bag 


ij 
{ 58 
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59) 
heatd Paul and Silas with all readineffe of minde, yet they did not 
receive the word upon their word as {poken from them ( though 
they might have been beleived before any) but they /carche the 
3 705 whether thofe things were ſo, therefore many of 
nem belei ved. 
This is out of uſe in thefe dayes, whence it is there are fo many 
beleivers in name, and Infidells indeed. You are, we hope, the 
more carefull what you fay before them, for we queftion not your 
doings out of Gods houſe, and fo to make way to what we far- 
ther intend. 
Firſt, Wee humbly entreate you, you would forbeate to doe 
what we know others doe, gather- up all the filths once viſible 
no legible in the Church of Corinth and Creete, to beare- out 

the filthineſſe of their owne : To alledge their want of order and 
food difcipline, thereby to juftifie their one diſorders, and no 
difcipline at all: To make their defects and faileings, to plaiſter- 
over their one more than faileings, their abominable doeings in 
God's Houfe ; Remember we fhould they had but the dawnings 
of the day of the Gofpell, we have the woomeride thereof; And 
that wee are to walke not by the darke fide of the Cloud. 
And let us — te 7 9 by finne, as we ſhould at that 
ich the Lord God makes- of (fm, punifhing fin 
with fin, Bid your people follow to be 
to be pure, a courfe cleane contrary to the world, or com- 
nly called, the Church there, they follow unholineffe, and 


ftudy impiety. 
Secondly , Tremble (oh that you could) to be found in the 
vumber of the Corrupt Miniſters all over the Nation; theſe ak . 
ingens doe, and alwayes will oppoſe Reformation, the 
Diſcipline of Chrift in His Church, the breathings of all His Saints 
in the world, That all Ting may be deme according to patterne, 
u viſibſ y held out now before them, as was that nthe Mount, 
to all 
Thirdly, And Sir, Hy ou locke after this way, looke for per- 
ſecution in it, and from youf ‘Brethren. As fure as it is an 5% 
way ſo ſure it is aperfeckred way , contradicted and — 
and this {pecially by Brethren. Bat can this diſcontage you? It john 16. 
was, ever fo . The Lord Chriſt was oppoſed Clieitely * 16. 9. 
rel | 


4 


| 


* * 
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< 24, Setibes, and Phariſees ; And Lather proſeſſed shat he 
| found more enemies in the Cijfters, and Monaſteries, than he 
did out of prophane and wicked places ; pt rſecution is as the hand 
that points you, there ia the helineſſc, walke in it If oN 
finde no perſecution then ye are out of the way, fir ſe perſicuted 
they the trut rupheti, pointing them to this way ; but for the 
falſe Teachers that bid che people runne- on in their one 
2 . g. way of ſin and death plealing in theix owne eyes , / palę well of 
2 fim. 3. 11, Nou will Hud it to be fo; and fore-warned, fure- armed, 
And the Nominall Beleivers, titular Difeiples and Saints, fo acct» 
flomedsto their oe way, a looſe and evill way, the way of the 
world, of a Nationall Church there, chefe will deale moſt de. 
fpitefully wih you. A juſt judgement, fhall wee fay, or rather 
a fatherly Correction, (if the Father of mercies make it fo to 
you) That ſo they ſhould ceturne your kindneſſe to them, in ad- 
mitting them, when time was, to the Lords Table, upon chis {core 

onely, They were burne in England and Baptized there. 


— 
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E come now to that e mainely intended, and you 
know we cheifly inſiſted upon to prove: That out 
fee admiſſion to the Lords Table is Croſſe to the 
boy rule, we ſhould walke by; to the practiſe and 

=!) minde of the Lord and deare Saviour, and as con- 
trary to the minde and manner of all ghofe; that are followers of 
Chriſt. and cannot flint them/felves with any degree of polineffe, 
their Lords owne purity being their Copy. here we more 
than touched upon three things, {pecially the Mui preachea 
they preſſed to that place, and liſtned to it when the 
ther. Secondly, the Covenant of Gods free grace Ii (brit 
bleffed for ever. Thirdly, Faith; upon chat we were the more | 
large, all heareing upou that, being the hinge of all 
No Sir, this is our earneſt defire, That you with your Bre- 


odtrine 
| 


der and practiſe before your people, to ndard;. 
choofe to fpeake in that number. And 


1 

1 

1 John z. 3. 

| 

lm 

| or we 

1. Doe 


pe truſt you doe not doe as the Matter of your Lord doth, Poliſb 


* 


bo good is He to the Soule ! what a lovely object, altoget 


) 
. Doe ye preſſe upon your pzople the neceſſitie of heareing ? 
and before you admit them to the Lords Table, doe ye take time 
andiplace to ſearch them to the bottome, what they have profit- 
ted by ing? You know hereby they ate hewen, and made 
hed Stones, and fo fitted to be laid in the Lords building; 


people at the Lords Table, Surely they are to be made readie, 
asthole Srouncs were, before they fhould have your admittance to 1 Kings 6. 7. 
Come thither. And, to proceed, doe you aske what is that grace 

muſt have before they can profit? In our zeale for the Lords 
Chriſt. yours and your peoples precious foules, we fhall queſtion 
jou in theſe grave points, and fo returne in all thankſullneſſe your 
godly jealouſies touching us and our way, by putting it upon 
your thoughts what your way is with your people, and how wWitß 
them, They wich you walke therein. You know, but have you 
n you can, made your people know it, That preaching is the 
Chariot, that carrieth Chriſt all about the Nationall Church, 
we had al moſt faid. the world; And the onely Appointment of | | 
God in the Spirits Hand to plucke them out thence, a8 Lot out of 
Sodome, It is the Ordinance ſanctified of God for the begetting uy 1 
of faith in the beginning or Alpha of it; fo in the encreaſſngs ot ose 
it to the Omega or perfecting of the fame: It is that, v hereby _ | 
that which is begun is perfected,and that maintained whichis be- 
gun z It is that, whereby the abundant riches of Grace through I 
Jefus Chriſt ate Conveyed unto us by Ce ven We Naur faidall) 2 Tim: t. 
by Covenant life and immortality is bronghe to light by the Geſpell 
preached, the Ainiſtery thereof ; there is hot oneſy an unfolding 
ofthe ploriouily excellent things of Chriſt, bnethere is grace gi- 
ven by the Spirit to beleive them. Thereby th* underitanding 
Gilat everjaiting dore ) isopned to Chriff, Him that is true, 
the true God and eterna)! life, Now ch’ undefilanding cloles with , Joh. J. 20. 
Him, or rather He by His Spirit with che underſtagding, He is | 
Truth: The will and affections are drawr-out to Him Alſo, 


— 
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» 


defires., By preaching. all this is done it is the Chariot of thi 
the worketh “ith ; which is tiage 
of the Soule to Chritt ameter che foule to Him, planteth iti 


Hun, one with Hi gow. the 


Cant. 
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* 


( 62 ) 
abundant riches, and glorious exgellencies of Her Husband ; and 
the way of Conveyance of all theſe unto her by Covenant; but 
Mill the firſt doore that is opied to all this is the care, and itis 
opned by heareing, by heareing the eare is made able to heare, 
we meane by the word; the Spirit boreth it, and now faith comes 

in and ferchech all-in, the foule ſtands in need of, Chriſt and alk 
and all asfure as a Covenant of God, with His people in Chriſt 
| can make it. Hold you co this ſtill, we meane hold your 

John 10. 17, to it; faith comes by hearing, it hath the ftamp and inſtitution 
of God upon it; and bearcing by the word of God; This was the 
ground of the Apoſtles fat: (not all the miracles they had {cene,) 

John 2. 22. They Beleived the Scriprures, and the word which peſus had ſuid 

Eph. 1. 13 The ground of the Ephefians faith alſo, In whom ye alfo trufted ’ 

| ter that ye. HEARD the word of truth, the Goſpell of our 


Salvation. The very end of all that is V ritten touching Chit, 


John to. 31. and is preached of Him, ‘rhat ye might beleive &c. Cha ge this " 
point home, fo your Lord Chargeth you, and examine j our — 
ple about their faith in God. They will fay , they bele ve, 

Numb. 22. 18. Will fay ds Ba/aam did, AZ) God, and fo will they fay, onr God, 

Holea 8. z. we een Thee. Heare them now how they can make out what 

Tu. 1. 16. they ſay; Doe they know Him, whom they call theirs? here you 

are like to find your people as groflely ignorant, as were their 
fore-fathers, of mhome ye (ay, faith our Bleſſed Lord, That Me # 

Joh. 8. 34, 55. God: pet, yehave not knowne Him; We, that have aecufte 

fie our tongues to lying ever ſince we were borne, muſt not be 

credited in what we fay; till you have heard us making out whet | 

we ſay; by giving 4 reafon of the hope that is in for truely thus. 
it is with us for the mok part; We Uhdérftand’ neither what we 

_ fay, nor what we affirme in God’s matters. Yea we comm 

fay, we know the Far her and the Somswhen we oppofe the 

appointed: by God to convey this knowledge to us; Now yw 
‘thall doe well to tell us, fic fantibus Thar we areas well 
qualified. to have Communion with Chriſt at His Table, ‘as a 

_ Wadd of dried ftub‘le,.is to have Communion with a Conſuming 
fire, and doe no more enjoy Him there, than midnight enjoyes 
‘the Sunne. And that we doe indeed and in truth no more defire 
Commonion with Chrift, she Kivg at His Table, or in any other 
place, chan darkneſſe can defire Communion with or 

wi 


* 


| 
| 
1 
| | 
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63) 
with Chrift. We are groſſely ignorant of what we doe, when we 
approach, by your allowance, the Lords Table. It is not poflible gruinar Cog: 
we can enjoy that we have no knowledge off or acquaintance airis. 
with ; nor can our defires move towards an anknowne object. ‘eat! muita 
Good Sir, ſpeake theſe things out to us (your people we meane; ) Cupido, 
Weare fomewhat the larger here, a point of fo high concern- 
ment, being Confident alſo of this very thing That you find your 
people cleane croſſe to theif Rule, as your Brethren doe every 
where, flow to heare, aud /wift to /peake for the Lords Supper: 
We conceive the reafon thereof to be this, In a heareing place 
they cannot heare one word, if it be the true word of God, which 
ij pleafing to fleſn and blood, it ſpeakes death to their luſts, if 
"ever it ſpeakes life to their ſoules. Therefore they hate the word 
(akilling word’) deadly, becauſe they love their luſts dearely. 
They will have none of thatmeate which endureth ro eperlafting® 
lie, none of the wine of the Goſpell, but as much and 
wine as you will, and as oſten as yon will at the Lords Table; 
ud the reafor of this is, becauſe thereby cheir ſuſts are fattened 
and (BX 0 . 4 
2. Therefore Sir, preſſe upon your people the neceſſitie Of 
heareing; and obferve them well Ace dois to That place, 
and as narrowly their ſittin and attending there. And having 
done this doe not thinke you have done all yourduty, or möre 
than the ſeaſt part of it: They may giye you rhe eare , while 
they give the fiefh, the world’) and the Devill their heart; You 
know, and you muft teach them to Know it’: Tt is eaſier to heare 
an hundred Sermons, than to practife one. Therefore fet them 
know, you will deale with apart and alone, you wil! 
them out of the throng of the world, or National Church and out 
OF the Crowd of admyjet them 
to eate and drinke at the Lords Table; They ſhall gwe yous per- 
ticular account of tick ined by all their heareing. 
"This way the pra@tife ofthe Lord Chriſt, when He was upon 
the’ Earth, He ſpake alone and ‘apart. with His And 
indeed the Eords people love to be ſo dealt wichalt alone and a- 
fart from the dong and tumult Of the world) 
rch there. Tir Spow/e of modeſt, aud Will: wot ( 


)—ẽ3Hùᷣ 
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|, (64 
to Thee in the throng of worldly employment, faith 
Bernard. Come my Beloved, ſaith the Spouſe, Les us goe forth 
inte the fitids, and lodge in the Vallages. Let us get from the 


Tumult of the World. The Bridegroome of His Church, loves 
to finde His Spoule alone, retired into a Chamber; And fo mut 


if not blafphemed thus, year privay 


* 


His am ph too , give the Church a meeting in ſome reti- 
red place. 
3. Now becauſe this lyeth under ſo much — obloquy, we 
crave leaye to ſpeałe a little to it, in paflage oncly in this place, 
we are hot ignorant how this Aſſembling together of Gods peo. 


mectings,errours and berefies, what wot, bave been femented, 
64 ypon and-barched. Truely this cannot be denied, it is fo 
cleare and evident; The Father of yes wich his Children muſt 
have their meeting places too, wherein to lay their heads toge- 
cher, plorting and contriviag (we are not ignorant of his devi. 
fes ) how they may miſcheife if not ruine ( 1 they leyell to 
fhoot fo high ) the Church of Chrift,, and build up their owne . 
Babely But here is your Comfort, they àre Maſſers neither of 
the meines nor of the end: theit endeavours are aboye their 
performances, as their malice is above their wirt, Which (ſot 
chat is it’s doome ] the preare/? part af its em,, hein, 
or like Gunpowder conſumes it felfein the flame it hath cauſed. 
But fhould not phis teach ps, to, affemble our {elves together a 
often as we can, there Co lay our beads, ropether, and contr 
ble 


the moſt Compendious way of buildin Church of Chrilt, 
and our felves therein, vey N rcells thereof? 
or chisasto be plotting for ezernigy, Q that all wo to- 
here and t to plott ho 80 
avoyd Satans plotts, et it be our awakening that Satan is plot. 
ting that. our time isthore ,. opportunity , the flower of 
; our talents are many, our acgounts ſtrict our 
Affembling ow leives 


ume, {hg 

Judge Imparuall., O let us not forfake the ling ur 
off , as we could, ( we intend tote bereafter) 
that repypach wherewith theenemies of the Lord have repro 
4 C 


Cant. 7. 11. 
| 
| 
4 
1. 
ff 
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65) 
ched the foote-fteps of His annointed- ones, we proceed to put it 
upon your thoughts, whether it be not your duty to give a 
005 to oa people in a private place, there and then to 
Jearne from them what they have gained by all their heare: 


reine 
what a worke is wroughtin them or upon them by che word of 


His grace with power ? It is not what ſhew they make in words, 
what doe “ys that you may beleive them? or how humbly doe 
they ſpeake, fo as you may conceive hope there is ſincerity at the 
lottome ? a ſparke of fire, for there is naa: a little ſtrength. 
though but as much as a ved hath; it is in che gaineing hand. 
O how would he, and defireous is he, in the uſe of meanes, to 
gune more? Indeed it will be worth your labour th cake time 
and place for the ſearchinꝑ out of this: You muſt flnd- out their 
deſire after the ſyncere miii f tbe mm, by their rromth there- 

dy. It is a Common faying amongſt us, Jew me not the mcate 
but the man; So faith he great Shepheard to His ſheepe, and 


8 


fhewech what His under-Shephéards fhould fay to them too, 


Not ſhew me the hay that I have given you, but the woolf and. 


the milke, that is, fhew me che fruits and effects of All your 
heareing § What fupernatarall worke can you tell us off? Is che 
lie of Grace put into the hearty by the Spirits working together 


with the meanes thereof, the word of His grace? Is there a tho- 


, not of the ace onely, but of the Natare wrought 
inthem? The Spirit withthe Word changeth the inward man 
withthe outward » it changeth the whole frame of the ſoule, it 
isto halfe-change , for that is to be halfea Chriftian, or almoff, 
which is to be an Infidell indeed. It is no fight alteration, but 
asthe old ſtamp ( theſe are excellent Preften's words, one of che 
LNuſeſuleſt Preachers in His time that was in che world) muſt 
de obliterate, before the ne can be imprinteq and as the 
“old building muſt be pulled dome, before you can fet up a 
“new ; S0 this old nature of ours mult be broken to) peices, 
“and new caſt and moulded, (for. we are bell-merrle') before a 
“man can be made a ling man, which is done by chéinfufion of 
“Supernatural qualities of Grace and holineſſe ſupernaturulſ he 
faith; for even as the earth may bring forth grafle, and com- 
mon flowers of it felfe, but it muſt be plowed and fowne before 
I 2 any 


tow chanꝑe 


> Sane 2 «* 
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Choise herbs 


bat is, ag mu 


bimſelſe of chole 

Brace, —— and 
Sir, your muſt paſſe, if-you 


and plaiits 


ures, which we all 
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commop nat ay Drug ont things thut 
before they can bn 

inefle. lowed: and 
al bis “animofities and 
put (Orta time was, againſt Chriſt, the 
forall thof flightings of 
es fended to him in 


ibe manner of Gods and 


they. 


— appointed fonit : If 
houfe, as Pauls mannes Was, 
then mul they come to yours. Cou 
over the Nation Church, all the World over, 
preſſe upon the Mititters*tliere Ten, 
time au forte there to take in 
pephitted And mut got 
onely, they 
not, 
ords A es both to che ref 
expect admuneance to 
fick, featch muſt be 


vou cannot 
alſo, 
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chere. ‘And indeed wi erve theturae to make him 


or as vo ath it, 
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cleate. that, 

ber o willl 
And your 
_ hardelt worke ou. have hel ped 


— 
and downe falls the The bar- 
e yon have dog, to plucke downe. 


have built-uß 1 Gaſtle inthe Aite raiſed- up, as 
a falſe hope or prefumpuondatber , but now 
there flibilicy they may be buiſt· uñ true Beleiver 


Saints are, in whofe building lat 


d. el -deniall and 
chem in; and doe hot be pub off, w 
bare profeffion ; you know we ae, 


deny Him in onr workes, Wa om,we 
Relves a and 
reprobate. Wi can Tic. 1. aie 


for 277 ince 


have 
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(68) 
thereby more che Children of Hell than the Pagans are 0 which 
was faid before, but we are dull of beareing ) Obi them beware 
therefore, itis for their life, that! as long as the long 
dry ght of Eternity. | 

You remember Lord Burts RY ox not 
build bis ſunſe upon anyampropriation ; well knowing it would 
be built upon a fandy foundations Vet it did but endanger a 
houſe, which, — never fo ſtrong, and ſettle it never fo 
fure, thoug h upon a rocke, yet as ſure as it was builded- up, it 
muſt fall aia But to build the houfe of our Confidence, 
and for a Miniſter to make us bold in it, upon chis, That wp 
are to be accounted Beleivers, Diſciyles, and Saints, and to be 
admitted to the Table of the Lord, becaufe we were borne i in 
England, this is to build upon a quickſand. a fer gee ag. 
which was ſcorneſully ſpoken of alems wall, it frail even 
break¢ downe the wall of this their Confidence. It fhail not nerd, 
though yet they ſnall meet with it, a ſtormy wind to rent ĩt / 

To put a — to our good Counfell, and this fecond part of our 


The . they fay, is fo neate à Creature, chat if a puddle | 
be on the one fide, and dogges on the other, it will rather un 
into the dogges mouth there to be devoured, than intothe 
dle, fo much it Mes filchinefles And you know, who it, 
and as th faid they did, If fire —— and in 
on the other , they, would rather be confumed than defiled, 
Certainly it is 0 wich the people of God; doe you in d 
matters what you will, they nee 
chey will ſeperate the precious and the vile. And they will ad- 
viſe, Counfelljand pray, you and your brethren, while they haye. 
an band to move, or a tongue. tofpeake . that you would Cops 
fider wt you doe, and what you ought to doe in Gods houles . 
as to thof@facred adminiſtrations there, leaſt upon W - 
lect therein, you become the greateſt ſinners in the 
The ſinns ot the whole me Charch = 
er von corri acit fua, 
or hilider the the 2 
pollageing of the Lords Table, he doing he can, nd itis ae 
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( 69) 
hands to doe it, be is no leſſe guiltie of the Crime, than is the 


offender himſelſe. There is ren preſumes to come in his 
filchineſſe, The Miniſter, ſuch as he is, conſenteth to it, faith 
in effect come, and welcome; This Confenter is as deeply puil- 
tie as is the Prefumer, you koow who. faid it, Why ‘bie this 
Minifter is as full of Charity and hope 00, as Mt AU is, bee 
hopes well of all: Yea but whereon-doth he ground his hope > 
no other ground but this, That perſon was borne in a Church, 

and baptized chere. So was the verieſt Rebell your felfe have 
knowne, or heard off, made longer by the neck, or ſhorter by 


the head, therefore this hope is ble the houſe ofa Spider , i | 


deeſome of dettruction will ſwee pe it away, the man dyes and 


lis hope with him both together, and at one inftant,which may 


due us more obſervant of the words that follow, which we 
borrow of our Learned Reinalld's. 
Was a beaſt flaine for touching the Mount, and Shall not a 
man of vile and beaſtly affectiom be puriſhed for touching the 
Table where our Lord is prefent ? No; we would ſay, The vile 
and beaſtſy Miniſter deſerveth rather of the two to be punifhed, 
who admitts, alloweth, yea invites men of Beaſtly and vile af- 
fections to come to That Table where the Lord is prefepe : 
The allowance of a thing done ( which was ſaid before and can- 
not be tod often faid ) is as asthe Commuflion for the do- 
ing of it, faid our excellent Jewell. We would adde to this the 
prayer of a-good man, Lord deliver me from mine other mens 
which I may made mine, if wor Command , Coun- 
ntance for them. 


dic 
at 


The aftions the Rulers — Rules the 
leech you all by che mercies of Chit, we would you 


We 


ware, for gui in conſpeltu populs male 3 
in this the 
sand the Con/enters ogether, 4 
gether, and which 


point, That your great Lord and 


ing, there to know the flate of your flocke, which yee can ne- 
You cannot 
there in chat publique place, doe asP.ux/ did, and as you ought 


dive an account of their Faith, before Sd and become 


70 ) 
by the tetrour of the Lord; whofeStewards you are, and by 
the bleſſing yee expect, from, in, and upon the Miniltery of 
the Goſpell, that yee would Confider theſe things, and grea- 
ter things than theſe, as the Spirit called upon, in the reading 
His word may ſuggeſt unto you, and fully reſolve you at this 
er, to Whome yee are 
fhortly to give an account of your Stewardſhip, will not en- 


dure to have holy things prophaned, as if Common and un- 


Therefore this is our perſwaſion grounded vpog the word o 
God, and practiſe of His people, Ye miſt appoint time and 
place, where and v hen your people may give you the meet. 


ver know at ſuch a diſtance in the pub 


to doe: Yow know how we exhorted and comforted, and charged 
one of you yas a father doth his Children, (every ont of 
yen] he had them alone and apart, ſure, there is a nccellitie 
of it, a A4uft for this; yea though it were according to that 
offer or-defire rather of your Learned Brother and Neighbour, - 
whith is , That all perfons in a Chriftian Common-wealth, foonla 


arents (and why not before itted co.theLords 
able?) Wee profeffe heartily, this were a notable «xpedien 


to be taken with thoſ ; who for nine Moneths have lived in 
uncleangeſſe, That theſe ſhould not be married the centh 
moneth, before they had made their Repentance as publique 
as their offence w], For Certainly this ought not to 
That Coupe be married today, and be made Parents 
They did not g an account of their 
* ne * * = parochi- 


7 ‘ 


Phil, 2. 19 
Col. 4. 8. 
| 
| 
| 
: and would heſpe much for the removeing of that Barr, whit 
hath lected and will lett, tillit be removed, the admilfiongf. 
c their Infants to Baptifme by Godly Miniſters; But wee may 
deſire, rather thaꝝ hope, that this Courfe will be taken, That, 
all before they marry and become Parents, fhall give an ac- 
7 countiof their Faith ; I we conceive this Courfe ou 


tn) 


path the fame name, rye ie and à part in chia huge, 
we had almoſt ſaid. Church , is too ber 
asthe to be aſter: Las 
ladeed Sits, muft ContrsG unt omi eue Church, | 
for if this were taten, your Godly Brother preſeribes 


our people 
Surely: yo your felves, about thefe 

matters, you will finde it (we — your Gnely 
way large volume of Be- 
leivers, ( who can ſhew no more for their faith but their Infant 
into a little little volume (they muſt and they will 
toe clofe together, they will never be looked over eiſe, thouꝑli 
one of you had an hundred eyes) taking one of an hun- 
ind ten of a thouſand : and this may Comfort yon in 
tas trouble ſome and vexatious worke, ( fo fleſn and blood will 
finde it yougs and theirs ) That one beleiver indeed, who can 
gie u reaſon of the hope chat is in him, is more excellent, 
that, when time was, their faces were bet 
Now when ye ſhall fet upon this worke, ye, mutt," we conceive 
ſe is ng 
inuleonely as we conceive the Brechgen of the Con- 
eon way , we meane ad thoſe that ſeperate from the 
at the Lend, Table { for che word, is 
“thhecomeing Chun it was Gaft.in by 
my and a ail ) We were + 
this way, and meetings lie o do much Obloquie, from 
ca one, the Father of all His Children ; 


Caufe of errors ané here; befi 
rethren-with a 
‘fom their Company. | 
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Rem tor the pat 
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Wee intend, wu Godshelpe; to fpeake ſomethi 
but becaufe this —— 
tion, the gray and weight of the matters here under de- 
date and maintenance fo requiting, wee thihke it fitt to de 


Erre it to the Laft, and to cloſe with it, aod our Spirits, if 
the Lord be pleafed, alltogether, and all in One . for wee in 
tend to turne · in unto you aſter our manner at the end of our 


in che Clofe-of the we would ſpenle to the 
Chriftian Reader (vboſe eternaſl good is full in our eye, which 

makes us to bend aſter it night and day) in our Mit words; 

‘* Though we miy have our Miniſters leave and free admifijon 


e That ordeined them; on that holy Afouth That 
of , That exhibits them, 


ed 
being ever aſſured, That as 


which 


the 
„Let bands, 
rather to fhed : iving the 
of Cheift 
_ Who ii 
dent, and 


E 


to the Lora Table, yet let us not venter to receive ſuch fm 
n matters of meere Cu- 
“ ftome, faſhion or formalitia; But let us looke unto that High 
22 
* R Jain one hand C 
| | “and Redemption, which reacheth: forth life to the worhy 
‘ Receivers, So hath He annthe? of Juſtice and power ready 
| 
A little after he to Minifters 
ters; Let not your — the 
| him againe unto lewiſh and ſinnefull foule 
| | fall cherein. That ye may de lach, we Com. 
to God; and the Word of His Grace, v 
7 | 
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sbie ta buld-yousip and to give you an inheritance a- | 
all that are The Lord fetus Chriit 

be with * Spirits. Grace be with vou. | 
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